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@  Switzerland: A mountainous region

-
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©  Switzerland: facts

 Surface 42’000 km2
 Population density 180 inh / km2

* Precipitation 1'450 mm /y
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-+ Switzerland: Facts

= Space for living and livelihood is limited
= Safe places and those at risk are close to each other
= Access in times of disaster is difficult

= People’s risk perception is very particular
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THINK GLOBALLY

i

e

I b oSN ACT LOCALLY




In Switzerland the political system divides the tasks between
the three levels

Federal Government
» Conceptual work and legislation
» Supervision of implementation

=

Municipalities (< 3000)
* Implementation of federal
and cantonal regulations

0
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¥  Administrative competences /
responsibilities in land use planning

 Federal government: Legislation; strategy; guidelines; financial support

« Cantons (26): cantonal structure planning; hazard mapping,
cantonal crisis management

« Communities (2700): communal land use planning; building permissions,
local crisis management

e |nsurance: obligatory insurance (all buildings) covering the
remaining risk

 Property owner: local protection; precautionary measures
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¥  The Swiss national platform for
natural hazards (PLANAT)

 Founded in 1997 (bottom-up ;,
process) e K

« dealing mainly with prevention on a
strategical level

 composed of 20 representatives of
the

» federal central government,
e cantons,

e research community,

» professional associations,
e private sector

e insurance companies
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o+ PLANAT'S mission

- Strategic work: Protection of
the means, the population
and the environment;

« Creation of awareness: long
term shift of paradigm. “From
the defense against hazards
towards a culture of risk”;

« Coordination: use of
synergies, exchanges of
knowledge and experience
on a national as well as on
an international level.
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O

Steps taken

First step (1997 — 2003): preliminary
work, vision and strategy;

Second step (2004): synthesis
report;

Third step (2005 — 2008):
Implementation of an action plan (20
main projects dealing with)

*  Risk management

* Risk dialogue

«  Controlling

* Instruments
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O

Cooperation mechanisms on the European level
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¥ What can a EU-network bring to us?

Information & communication
« Similar problems and case studies
e Concept of communication

Know-how exchange

* Processes
e Vulnerabilities
* Protection goals

A} B
Scale 1: 19,500,000 w

Lambert Conformai Canic Projection,
standard parallels 40°N and 56°N
9 300 Kiomeers
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@ What can we bring to the EU-network?

Expertise
 Institutional set-up of PLANAT
e Vision and Strategy
e System of twinning

Progress in implementation
e Plan for Action
* Problems faced
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.. WILL I HAVE
TO DEMOLISH
MY HOUSE ? ...

.. NO,NO, IT
WON'T BE
NECESSARY ..

.. THE NEXT FLOOD
WILL TAKE CHARGE
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