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Sunday 24th August4

  DETAILED PROGRAM

Presentations and discussions
occur in the following formats:

Plenary sessions on issues such as Climate Change, Integral Risk Management etc.
Invited Sessions arranged and convened by a number of national, regional and international organi-
zations. (marked in the Detailed Program, including a brief description of session content) 
Normal sessions with paper presentations and discussions  

  SUNDAY, 24TH AUGUST 2008

14:00 – 19:00
Promenade Level (Foyer C2)

18:00-19:30
Talstrasse Level (Foyer A1)

Speakers

REGISTRATION & WORKSHOPS

Registration
Registration will be conducted in the main Foyer of the Conference Centre. At registration you will re-
ceive your conference package which includes the Conference Proceedings, name badge and Conference 
Program amongst other materials. Those who have been awarded travel grants receive their refund at 
the Travel Grants Desk. You may also sign-up for the Technical Excursions and leisure activities.

Opening Reception
The Mayor of Davos, Mr. Hans Peter Michel and the Conference Chairman Dr. Walter J. Ammann will wel-
come you to Davos and the International Disaster Reduction Conference with a welcome drink. A Swiss 
Folklore Music Group will be playing for your enjoyment.
Ammann Walter J., Chairman IDRC Davos 2008
Michel Hans Peter, Mayor of Davos, Community of Davos
Brantschi Reto, Director Destination Management, Davos Tourism Organization, Davos

  MONDAY, 25TH AUGUST 2008

07:45
Promenade Level (Foyer C2)

08:30 – 10:00
Plenary Hall
Moderator
Speakers

09:00 – 18:00
Park Level (Foyer C1)

10:00 - 10:30

CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION AND DISASTER RISK REDUCTION

Registration (cont.)
Registration will be conducted in the main Foyer of the Conference Centre.

Conference Opening Ceremony
Welcoming remarks and official launching of the Global Risk Forum GRF Davos (part 1). Featuring music 
by Salon Ensemble Abacio, Classical Music Quartet, Zurich
Pillai Nisha, BBC News Presenter, London, United Kingdom
Engler Stefan, President Government of the Canton of Grisons, Chur
Michel Hans Peter, Mayor, Community of Davos, Switzerland
Briceño Salvano, UN-ISDR, UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, Geneva 
Ammann Walter J., Chairman IDRC Davos 2008, Davos

Poster Session - Day 1
The poster session changes daily and features around 50 posters on this first day. Posters have been 
prepared by a number of organizations and are clustered according to the topic covered. For more 
detailed information please refer to the Poster Presentation Program on pages 55-59. Posters will be 
on display from 09:00 until 18:00 Please note that poster presenters are not required to attend this 
session.

COFFEE BREAK

Salon Ensemble Abacio



Monday 25th August 5

10:30 - 12:00
Plenary Hall

Moderator
Panellists

12:00 - 12:15

12:15 – 13:45
Aspen 1
Convenor
Speakers

12:15 – 13:45
Aspen 2

Convenor
Speakers

12:15 – 13:45
Jakobshorn
Convenor
Speakers

 Plenary Session 1: Climate Change Adaptation – Opportunities for Disaster Risk Reduction 
A brief outline of the recently held Annual Meeting of the Global Humanitarian Forum, Geneva will 
provide a framework for the panellists to address climate change adaptation efforts from different 
perspectives, in light of disaster risk reduction. 
Pillai Nisha, BBC News Presenter, London, United Kingdom
Briceño Salvano, Director, UN-ISDR, UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, Geneva 
Burton Ian, Prof. em. University of Toronto, Canada, Scientist em. Meteorological Services of Canada, 
Toronto, Canada 
Forstmoser Peter, Chairman of the Board of Directors, Swiss Re, Zurich
Fust Walter, CEO/Director General, Global Humanitarian Forum Geneva
Jagger Bianca, Council of Europe Goodwill Ambassador, Chair Executive Committee World Future Coun-
cil

SHORT BREAK

Integrated Research on Disaster Risk Invited Session

McBean Gordon A., University of Western Ontario, Canada 
Hooke William, AMS Policy Program, USA, Approaches to Disaster Reduction and the Needs for Long-
Term Research
Dube O. Pauline, University of Botswana, Botswana, Needs for Disaster Reduction to Enable Develop-
ment and the Benefits of the Proposed African Program
Lavell Allan, FLACSO, Costa Rica, Risk and Disaster: An Examination of the Social-Natural Interface and 
Associated Research and Policy Questions: A View from the Social Sciences
McBean Gordon A., University of Western Ontario, Canada, Integrating Research on Disaster Risk

Public Health as an Urban Risk Factor and Key Considerations for DRR Programming in the 
Urban Context Invited Session

Anderson Chris, Oxfam Great Britain, United Kingdom
Anderson Chris, Oxfam Great Britain, United Kingdom, Public Health as an Urban risk factor and key 
considerations for DRR Programming in the Urban context.
Bikaba Daudi, Oxfam Great Britain, United Kingdom, Public Health as an Urban risk factor and key con-
siderations for DRR Programming in the Urban context.
Bremaud Isabelle, Oxfam Great Britain, United Kingdom, Public Health as an Urban risk factor and key 
considerations for DRR Programming in the Urban context.
Cole Hugh, Oxfam Great Britain, United Kingdom, Public Health as an Urban risk factor and key consid-
erations for DRR Programming in the Urban context.

Natural Hazard Risk Reduction

Nagamatsu Shingo, National Research Institute for Earth Science and Disaster Prevention (NIED), Japan
Grundy Paul, Monash University, Australia, Risk Reduction for Extreme Natural Disasters
Gruber Monika, alpS GmbH, Austria, PPP-Funding of Protection Measures Against Natural Hazards in 
Austria - Premises and Consequences
Wang Shaoyu, Harbin Institute of Technology, China, Re-cognition of Natural Disaster Risk Models and 
Discussion of the Theoretical basis of Integrated Disaster Risk Management
Mhita Mohamed S., Tanzania Metreological Agency, Tanzania, The Use of Modern Technology to Reduce 
Risk of Natural Disaster in the Global
Patmore Nicola Ann, Risk Management Solutions, United Kingdom, Ranking of the Worlds Cities Most 
Exposed to Coastal Flooding: Key Messages for Disaster Risk Management and Climate Change Adapta-
tion
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12:15 – 13:45
Sanada 1
Convenors

Speakers

12:15 – 13:45
Pischa
Convenor
Speakers

12:15 – 13:45
Plenary Hall

Convenor
Speakers

12:15 – 13:45
Sanada 2
Convenor
Speakers

12:15 – 13:45
Sertig
Convenor
Speakers

Developing Resilient Infrastructures

Ghafory-Ashtiany Mohsen, IIEES, Iran
KC Laxman, Nepal Engineer Association, Nepal
Lehmann Marc, ABS Consulting, United Kingdom, Natural Hazard Risk Management for Critical Infra-
structure
Moran Andrew P., alpS GmbH, Austria, Development of a Risk Management System for Critical Infra-
structure in Communities
Schulz Carola, Universitaet Karlsruhe (TH), Germany, An Indicator-Based Approach for the Identificati-
on of Critical Road Infrastructures
Wang Hongwei, Renmin University of China, China, Protection of Critical Infrastructures in Extreme 
Weather Events: Lessons from Chinas Snowstorm in 2008

Catastrophe Risk Governance under Global Change Invited Session

Li Ning, Bejing Normal University, China
Shi Peijun, Bejing Normal University, China, Freezing Rain & Snowstorm Disaster 2008, Earthquake 2008 
of China
Jaeger Carlo, Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research, Germany, Core Scientific Project of Inte-
grated Risk Governance (IRG)
Okada Norio, Kyoto University, Japan, Case Station-Field Campus (CASiFiCA) : Globally-Networked, Field-
based Research and Education Challenges for Disaster Reduction
Li Ning, Bejing Normal University, China, Categorizing Risk In Risk Inducement and Consequence

Engaging in the Climate Change Negotiations: Preparing for Impact Invited Session 
organized by the Harbin Alliance and UN/ISDR

Reid Basher, UN/ISDR secretariat
Reid Basher, UN/ISDR secretariat, Opening and Moderation of the Open Discussion
Miwa Kato, UNFCCC secretariat, Presentation on the Climate Change Political Process and Negotiations
Silvia Llosa, UN/ISDR secretariat, Presentation on Preparations for Poland Conference

Climate Risk Insurance Invited Session

Loster Thomas, MunichRE Foundation, Germany
Loster Thomas, MunichRE Foundation, Germany, Different Risks, Different Scales - What is Climate Risk 
Insurance
Ulardic Christina, Swiss Reinsurance Company, Switzerland, Weather-Risk Index Microinsurance and the 
Millennium Development Goals
Hochrainer Stephan, International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA) Austria, Feasibility of 
Risk Financing Schemes for Climate Adaptation
Burton Ian, Meteorological Service of Canada, Canada, A Platform for Exploring Insurance and Climate 
Adaptation – the COP 14 Poznan Proposal

Adapting to Climate Change through Disaster Risk Management: Exploring the Costs and 
Benefits of DRR Invited Session

Arnold Margaret, ProVention Consortium, Switzerland
Mechler Reinhard, International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA), Austria, Methodologies 
for Assessing the Costs and Benefits of Disaster Risk Management
Kull Daniel, International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA), Austria, Flooding in Uttar Pra-
desh India: Contrasting the Costs and Benefits of Hard and Soft Approaches to DRR under Changing 
Climatic Conditions
Khan Fawad, Institute for Social and Environmental Transition (ISET-Pakistan), Pakistan, From Risk to 
Resilience: A Case Study from Pakistan
Dixit Ajaya, Institute for Social and Environmental Transition (ISET-Nepal), Nepal, The Costs and Benefits 
of Flood Risk Reduction in the Nepal Terai under Changing Climatic Conditions: A Detailed Qualitative 
Analysis
Moench Marcus, Institute for Social and Environmental Transition (ISET-USA), USA, The Implications of 
Disaster Risk Reduction for Adaptation to Climate Change: Insights from Field Research on the Costs and 
Benefits of DRR

Monday 25th August
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12:15 – 13:45
Strela/Rinerhorn
Convenor
Speakers

12:15 – 13:45
Talstrasse Room 1

Convenor
Speakers

12:15 – 13:45
Talstrasse Room 2
Convenor
Speakers

13:45 - 14:00

14:00 – 15:30
Aspen 1
Convenor

Speakers

14:00 – 15:30
Strela/Rinerhorn
Convenors
Speakers

Standardization - A Benefit for Safety and Security Invited Session

Sieber Alois J., European Commission - Joint Research Center, Italy
Ovilius Magnus, DG JLS, Needs for Standards in Critical Infrastructure Protection
Alessandro Annoni, JRC, IES, Standardization in Data, INSPIRE 
Hartung Thomas, JRC IPSC, Needs for Standards in Risk of Pandemics 
Toussaint Mascia, DG ENV, Standards for Crisis Management after Natural Disasters 
Fischer Urs, Deputy Director of SNV, Switzerland, Standardisation Efforts in Risk Management by CEN

SOS Travel - Implementation of Tourism into National Emergency Management: Part 1 
Invited Session

Glaesser Dirk, United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), Spain
tba

Vulnerability of Natural Systems: The Use of GIS and Mapping Tools

Rum Giovanni, Group on Earth Observations (GEO), Switzerland
Frantzova Antoaneta, Ministry of Emergency Situations, Aerospace Monitoring Center and Risk Manage-
ment of Natural Hazard in Bulgaria: First Results Obtained
Konecny Milan, International Cartographic Association (ICA), Alternative and Context Cartography: New 
Ways of Risk Management Support
Johnson Russell Grant, Environmental Systems Research Institute, USA, A Case Study in Multiagency GIS 
for Managing a Large-Scale Natural Disaster
Joshi P. K., TERI University, India, Land Use/Cover Changes and Eco-environmental Vulnerability Analysis 
in Birahi Ganga Sub-Watershed in the Garhwal Himalaya, India
Dia Aliou Mamadou, University of Dakar, Senegal, Adapting to Climate Variability in the Senegal River 
Basin in West Africa

SHORT BREAK

Early Warning and Alerting Systems with a Focus on Tsunamis Invited Session

Annunziato Alessandro, European Commission - Joint Research Center, Italy,
Annunziato Alessandro, European Commission - Joint Research Center, Italy, Tsunami Grid Calculation 
Database and the JRC Global Tsunami Calculation System
Tinti Stefano, University of Bologna, Italy, Regional and National Tsunami Systems for Early Warning in 
the Euro-Mediterranean Region: Needs and Perspectives
Lauterjung Joern, GFZ Potsdam, Germany, The German-Indonesian Tsunami Early Warning System: Sta-
tus and Outlook
Srinivasa Kumar T., Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS), India, Indian Tsu-
nami Early Warning System
Titov Vasily V., NOAA Center for Tsunami Research, USA, Developing Real-time Tsunami Forecast for US 
Coastlines

Sustainable Management of Natural Resources in Times of Climate Change

tba
Vellutini Roberto, Inter American Development Bank, USA, IDB’s Sustainable Energy and Climate Change 
Initiative (SECCI)
Thomas Richard James, ICARDA, Syria, Adaptive Management to Address Sustainable Land Management 
and its Relevacne to Climate Change: A Case Study from Syria
Hao Lu, Bejing Normal University, China, Response and Adaptation to Climate Change of Water Resour-
ces in Semi-Arid Area, China: A Case Study of Laohahe River Basin
Fakhruddin SHM, Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC), Thailand, Climate Change and Impact of 
Sea Level Rise on Land Use Suitability and Adaptation Options
Shah Zulfiqar Ali, South Asia Partnership Pakistan, Pakistan, Potential Health Risk Assessment in Terms 
of Vulnerability Analysis and Air Quality Indices for Urban Corridors of Delhi City, India

Monday 25th August 
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14:00 – 15:30
Parsenn
Convenors

Speakers

14:00 – 15:30
Jakobshorn
Convenor
Speakers

14:00 – 15:30
Aspen 2
Convenor
Speakers

14:00 – 15:30
Pischa
Convenor
Speakers

Earthquake Vulnerability Assessment

Benouar Djillali, University of Bab Ezzouar (USTHB), Algeria
Grundy Paul, Monash University, Australia
Elgin Kazim Gökhan, Istanbul Governorship, ISPA, Turkey, Istanbul Seismic Risk Mitigation And Emer-
gency Preparedness Project (ISMEP)
Hosseini Maziar, Tehran, Disaster Management Organization, Iran, Evaluation of Tehran’s Old Urban 
Areas Vulnerability to a Potential Earthquake and Recent Plans for their Improvement
Abdessemed-Foufa Amina, University of Blida, Algeria, The Seismic Vulnerability And Risk Evaluation 
For The 19th Century’s Urban Nuclei in Algeria
Hosseinzadeh Naghdali, IIEES, Iran, Seismic Vulnerability Assessment of Steel Storage Tanks in Iranian 
Oil Refineries

Coastal Hazards, Impacts and Mitigation Invited Session

Hettiarachchi Samantha, University Of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka
Alam Edris, University of Chittagong, Bangladesh, Understanding Vulnerability and Local Responses to 
Cyclone Disasters: Experiences from Bangladesh Coast
Mullins Peter James, Mullins Consulting, Australia, Mitigating the Adverse Impacts of Cyclones Evacua-
tion and Shelter
Hettiarachchi Samantha, University Of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka, Developing a Strategic Approach towards 
Post Tsunami Mitigation
Mirzaei Hamidreza, International University of Chabahar, Iran, The Lessons Learnt From “Gonu Tropical 
Cyclone”

Gender and Disasters I

Mukhopadhyay Durgadas, Sparta Institute of Social Studies, India
Mukhopadhyay Lipi, Indian Institute of Public Administration, India, Gender Issues and Impact of Cli-
mate Change in India
Hall Nicolas, Plan International, United Kingdom, Children in a Changing Climate
Anderson Cheryl Lea, University of Hawaii SSRI, USA, Integrating Gender Analysis in the Pacific Island 
Communities to Adapt to Climate Change and Reduce Disaster Risks
Ando Shoichi, UNCRD Hyogo Office, Japan, Gender in Community Based Disaster Management: 
Experiences and Challenges of UNCRD
Izadkhah Yasamin O., IIEES, United Kingdom, Key Roles of Women in Earthquake Risk Reduction: Past 
Experience and Future Approach

Disaster Risk Reduction in Urban Areas

Kundak Seda, Istanbul Technical University, Turkey
Kumar Arvind, Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC), Thailand, Urban Congestion and Approaches 
for Multi-hazard Risk Management in Secondary Cities in Asia
Marturia Alavedra Jordi, Institut Geològic de Catalunya, Spain, Land Subsidence Emergency Manage-
ment in Urban Area
Ke Siao-Syun, National Science and Technology Center for Disaster Reduction, Taiwan, A New Trend, All-
Hazards Approach, of Development on the Disaster Management Mechanism in Taiwan
Nadimpalli Krishna, Geoscience, Australia, Australia, Severe Wind Risk for Australia Cities: A National 
Risk Assessment Approach
Hosseinioon Solmaz, IIEES, Iran, Creating Resilient Cities through Urban Design Case Study: The City of 
Bam, Iran

Monday 25th August
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14:00 – 15:30
Plenary Hall

Convenors

Speakers

14:00 – 15:30
Sanada 1
Convenors

Speakers

14:00 – 15:30
Sanada 2

Convenors

Speakers

14:00 – 15:30
Dischma
Convenor
Speakers

Good Practices in Community Based Climate Risk Management 
Invited Session/Harbin Alliance Session

Bruno Haghebaert, ProVention Consortium
Chauhan Sahba, Oxfam Hongkong, China
Sarker Murshed Alam, People’s Oriented Program Implementation (POPI), Bangladesh, An experience 
from Bangladesh on strengthening community efforts to reduce the impact of disasters and climate 
change
Bhatt Mihir, All India Disaster Mitigation Institute (AIDMI), Disaster Risk- Climate Risk: a community 
perspective 
Moench Marcus, Institute for Social and Environmental Transition (ISET), Adaptation and Risk Manage-
ment: Understanding the Costs and Benefits of Approaches to Risk Management under Changing Cli-
matic Conditions
Sperling Frank, Climate Risk Management Africa Region, The World Bank,  Transitioning to Climate Re-
silient Development -- Perspectives on Community Level Action
Griffiths Carmen, Construction Resource & Development Centre, Jamaica, Looking at Climate Change  
Adaptation through Communities’ Eyes

Thinking Global, Acting Local

Ambrosia Vincent G., NASA Ames Research Center/SETI, USA
Ferrari Marco, Senior Advisor and Boardmember of the Global Risk Forum GRF Davos, Switzerland
Schneiderbauer Stefan, EURAC, Italy, Thinking Global, Acting Local - Vulnerability to Climate Change and 
Adaptation Strategies in South Tyrol, Italy
Verma Colonel Nagar M., Saritsa Foundation (Saritsa Charity Trust), Indien, Providing Equal Opportuni-
ties to Disabled for Disaster Risk Reduction: Sensitizing Public / Private Partnership (A Campaign Study 
with Good Practices and Lessons)
van Til Roelof Jan, Care International (CARE), The Netherlands, Climate Change Adaptation, Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Sustainable Development - Beyond Climate and Disaster Proofing
Gibson Carl, La Trobe University, Australien, Preventing Catastrophic Failure and Building Resilience

Developing Capacities for Disaster Risk Reduction Through Professional Networks 
Invited Session

Duncan Craig, ISDR Secretariat, Switzerland
Kos Andrew, ETH Zürich, Switzerland
Duncan Craig, Information Management Unit, UN/ISDR secretariat, Geneva, Switzerland
Kos Andrew, Geology Institute, Swiss Federal Institute of Technology,  Zurich, Switzerland
Moore Avagene, Emergency Information Infrastructure Project (EIIP), Tennessee, USA
Graf Willi, Natural Resources and Environment Division, Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation 
(SDC), Bern, Switzerland
Lavell Allan, LA RED, Costa Rica
Brunold Sylvia, Agridea (tbc)

Extreme Events and Climate Change Invited Session

Tetzlaff Gerd, Deutsches Komitee Katastrophenvorsorge (DKKV), Germany
Kato Miwa, United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Secretariat, Germany, 
Adaptation and Disaster Risk Reduction under the UNFCCC
Bourrelier Paul-Henri, Association Française pour la Prévention des Catastrophes Naturelles (AFPCN), 
Integration of Climatic Change in Risk Management: a French Approach
Meinke Insa, GKSS Research Center, Germany, Regional Climate Offices as Link Between Climate Research 
and Decision Makers
Birkmann Joern, United Nations University, Institute for Environment and Human Security (UNU-EHS), 
Climate Change, Vulnerability and Adaptation through Spatial and Urban Planning
Surminski Swenja, Association of British Insurers, United Kingdom, Adaptation: Managing Climate Risks 
in Developed Countries - The Insurance Perspective

Monday 25th August
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SOS Travel: Implementation of Tourism into National Emergency Management: Part 2
Invited Session

Glaesser Dirk, United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), Spain
tba

COFFEE BREAK

 Plenary Session 2: Mainstreaming Climate Change Adaptation and Disaster Risk Reduction 
– The Need for Harmonization
Panellists will look at the interface between disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation, ex-
plore the opportunities and challenges of the two overlapping areas and address efforts on a national 
and global level for better integration of the two areas. They will reflect on key policies, look at the issue 
of common financing and make recommendations on how to govern and harmonize climate change 
adaptation with disaster risk reduction. 
Pillai Nisha, BBC News Presenter, London
Jaeger Carlo C., Prof. and Head of Department, Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research, Chairman 
European Climate Forum, Potsdam, Germany
McNeely Jeff, Chief Scientist IUCN Int. Union Conservation of Nature, Geneva, Switzerland
Ricafort Roger, Director Oxfam Hong Kong (Rep. Harbin Alliance), China
Schaar Johan, Director Commission on Climate Change and Development, Stockholm, Sweden 

Wrap-up 1st day: Concluding Remarks

Pillai Nisha, BBC News Presenter, London, United Kingdom

End Session: Global Risk Forum GRF Davos – Official launching (part 2)

Ammann Walter J., Chairman IDRC Davos 2008, Davos
- EU Seventh Research Framework Programme (FP7) – Marion Tobler, Regina Schneider, Euresearch     
   Head Office, Swiss National Contact Point, Berne, Switzerland
- “100 Ideas for Action” – How to Get Them? A Creative Process Launching
- Platform for Networks - Launching
- “Risk Wise,” a Tudor Rose book launch 

Reception

CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND PROTECTION RESILIENCE

 Plenary Session 3: Critical Infrastructures – How to Cope with Emerging Threats in an In-
ternational Context
Panellists will address new risk patterns, emphasize the necessary efforts for an integrated risk ma-
nagement approach to protect critical infrastructures more effectively, and will stress the importance 
of resilience. 
Croll Peter J., CEO/ Director, BICC, Bonn International Centre for Conversion, Bonn, Germany 
Love Gavin John, WorleyParsons, USA
Kaye David, Author, Lecturer and Advisor, Riskreality, Springfields, Gloucestershire, U.K.
Ovilius Magnus, Head of Sector, Preparedness and Crisis management, DG Justice, Freedom and Secu-
rity, EC Brussels, Belgium
Schwaetzer Irmgard, Chairperson, Board of Management DKKV, Bonn, Germany

The 1st International Conference on Critical Infrastructure Protection and Resilience, ICCR, an associated 
conference co-chaired by IDRC and the Swiss Federal Office for Civil Protection will be opened.
Scholl Willi, Director General, Swiss Federal Office for Civil Protection, Berne 

14:00 – 15:30
Talstrasse Room 1

Convenor
Speakers

15:30 - 16:00

16:00 – 17:30
Plenary Hall

Moderator
Speakers

17:30 – 17:45
Plenary Hall
Convenor

17:45 – 18:30
Plenary Hall
Convenor

18:30 - 19:30
Plenary Hall

  TUESDAY 26TH AUGUST 2008

08:30 - 10:00
Plenary Hall

Moderator
Panellists

Speaker

Tuesday 26th August
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ProVention Consortium Closed Workshop
This event is taking place as an associated event to the International Disaster and Risk Conference IDRC 
Davos 2008, and is a follow-up to the November 2006 conference on Disaster Risk Management: Taking 
Lessons from Evaluation and Evaluator’s Round Table held at the CEB in Paris. It is organized by  the 
ProVention Consortium in cooperation with the World Bank’s Independent Evaluation Group (IEG), and 

the Council of Europe Development Bank (CEB).
Arnold Margaret, ProVention Consortium, Switzerland

ICSU Closed Meeting

Brennan Maureen, International Council for Science (ICSU), France 

Environmental Management for Disaster Reduction and Climate Adaptation Workshop

Stone David, ProAct Network, Switzerland

Poster Session - Day 2
The poster session changes daily and features around 40 posters on this second conference day. Posters 
have been prepared by a number of organizations and are clustered according to the topic covered. 
For more detailed information please refer to the Poster Presentation Program on pages 55-59. Posters 
will be on display from 09:00 until 18:00 Please note that poster presenters are not required to attend 
this session.

COFFEE BREAK

Disaster and Risk Management -  Regional Examples and Best Practices

Alam Edris, University of Chittagong, Bangladesh
Jeggle Terry, United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN-ISDR), Switzerland
Eder Wolfgang, GFZ and UNESCO Advisor, The UN International Year of Planet Earth (IYPE) at IDRC Davos 
2008
Krishnan Pallassana Vaidyanatha Sarma, ActionAid, Nepal, Participatory Approach to Disaster Risk Re-
duction a Case Study from Nepal
Scholl Pierre, Ginger Risques Naturels, France, Reducing Vulnerability and Improving Preparation for 
Communities Living on an Active Volcano
Benouar Djillali, University of Bab Ezzouar (USTHB), Algeria, Preventive Education and Training for Di-
saster Risk Reduction in Schools: The Algerian Experience
Mascarenhas Adolfo Caridade, LINKS Trust, Tanzania, Major Lessons For Tanzania, On the Mitigation 
And Adaptation To Climate Change From The Response to the HIV/AIDS Scourge

Critical Information Infrastructure, Prospective Issue on Vulnerabilities, Protection and 
Resilience Invited Session

Hilty Lorenz, EMPA, Switzerland
Doerig Adolf J., Pukall Doerig + Partner, Switzerland, A New Thinking of Information Security in the 21st 
Century
Hilty Lorenz, EMPA, Switzerland, Emerging Risks in Information Infrastructures
Haemmerli Bernhard M., HTA Lucerne / Acris GmbH, Switzerland, Critical information Infrastructure 
Protection CIIP and Privacy: Mutual Conflicts and Support
Dovonang-Kuhlisch Maragarete, IBM Deutschland GmbH, Germany, Risk Management in Globally-In-
tegrated Ecosystems
Bartsch Guido, Research Institute for High Frequency Physics and Radar Techniques (FHR), Germany, 
Space Situational Awareness as a Key to Safeguard Space Assets

A New Framework for Disaster Risk Governance: Strategies and Tools of Implementing 
Resilient Society toward Multi-hazards Invited Session

Ikeda Saburo, National Research Institute for Earth Science and Disaster Prevention (NIED), Japan
Nagamatsu Shingo, National Research Institute for Earth Science and Disaster Prevention (NIED), Japan, 
Measuring Disaster Coping Capacity of Local Communities for Better Risk Governance 

08:30 – 18:30
Sertig

Convenor

08:30 – 18:30
Talstrasse Room 2
Convenor

09:00 – 12:00
Talstrasse Room 1
Convenor

09:00 – 18:00
Park Level (Foyer C1)

10:00 - 10:30

10:30 – 12:00
Aspen 1
Convenors

Speakers

10:30 – 12:00
Aspen 2

Convenor
Speakers

10:30 – 12:00
Jakobshorn

Convenor
Speakers
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Nagasaka Toshinari, National Research Institute for Earth Science and Disaster Prevention (NIED), Japan, 
A Framework of Disaster Risk Governance - Lessons from Social Experiments in Local Communities in 
Japan 
Tsubokawa Hiroaki, National Research Institute for Earth Science and Disaster Prevention (NIED), Japan, 
A Disaster Risk Scenario Method for Improving Disaster Risk Communication 
Usuda Yuichiro, National Research Institute for Earth Science and Disaster Prevention (NIED), Japan, An 
Informed Decision-Making Support System for Personal Disaster Preparedness

Challenges of Adaptation to a Changing Climate

tba
Udu-gama Natasha Marie, LIRNEasia, Sri Lanka
Valsson Trausti, University of Iceland, Iceland, Climate Change and Natural Hazards: The Time Factor
Graf Mathias, ETH Zürich, Switzerland, Adaption of Typhoon Risk Modelling to Climate Changes
Liotta Peter, Salve Regina University, U.S.A., Zombie Concepts and Boomerang Effects: Why Climate 
Change is So Difficult to Act On
Hallegatte Stephane, Meteo-France, France, Adaptation to Climate Change: Do not Count on Climate 
Scientists to do Your Work
Razafindrabe Bam Haja Nirina, Kyoto University, Japan, Climate Change Adaptation as a Prerequisite for 
Sustainable Livelihood - Case Study of East Central Madagascar

Risk Assessment of Health Infrastructures

Cliff Barbara, Cheboygan Memorial Hospital, USA
Schwaetzer Irmgard, Deutsches Komitee Katastrophenvorsorge (DKKV), Germany
Chen Chien-Jen, National Science and Technology Center for Disaster Reduction, Risk Assessment of 
Small-Scaled Long-Term Care Nursing Home’s Disaster Management in Taiwan
Cliff Barbara, Cheboygan Memorial Hospital, USA, Risk Perception of Disasters in Rural Hospitals: Does it 
;ake a Difference in Emergency Preparedness?
Kartika Astrid, BRR NAD Nias, Indonesia, Building Resilience and Sustainability of Rural Hospital in Post 
Disaster Area through Public Private Partnership; Case Study of Gunungsitoli General Hospital of Nias 
Islands (Indonesia)
Jain Rishi, Samyak Hospital, India, Risk Management and Disaster Prevention in Surgery 

Urban Risks: Strategies for Disaster Risk Reduction Invited Session

Haas Joerg, Deutsches Komitee Katastrophenvorsorge (DKKV), Germany
Schliermann-Kraus Elke, University of Freiburg, Germany, Disaster and Risk Management in Cities: A 
Challenge for International Development Cooperation, Taking the Examples from India and Madagas-
car
Bendimerad Fouad, Earthquakes and Megacities Initiative (EMI), USA, Mainstreaming Disaster Risk Re-
duction in Megacities: A Pilot Application in Metro Manila and Kathmandu
Taubenboeck Hannes, German Aerospace Center, Germany, Risk and Disaster Management in Mega Cit-
ies Utilizing Earth Observation Data
Surono Pak, Geological Agency - Center for Volcanology and Geological Hazard Mitigation, Geological 
Hazard Mitigation System in Indonesia
Haas Joerg, GTZ, Germany, Urbanisation Trends and Disaster Risk Management

PLANAT Closed Workshop

DEZA/SDC

Risk Mitigation Challenges in Megacities: The Delhi Example

Abhyankar Manasi, Neeti Solutions, India
Jamwal Priyanka, IISc Bangalore, India, Effect of Human development on the bacteriological quality of 
receiving water body:health risk
Jain Suresh, TERI University, India, Potential Health Risk Assessment in Terms of Vulnerability Analysis 
and Air Quality Indices for Urban Corridors of Delhi City, India

10:30 – 12:00
Parsenn
Convenors

Speakers

10:30 – 12:00
Pischa
Convenors

Speakers

10:30 – 12:00
Plenary Hall
Convenor
Speakers

10:30 – 12:00
Sanada 1
Convenor

10:30 – 12:00
Sanada 2
Convenor
Speakers
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Earthquake Preparedness and Disaster Risk Mitigation

Bathaee Reza, International Conference on Integrated Natural Disaster Management (INDM), Iran
Beerens Ralf, VU University Amsterdam, The Netherlands, Urban Search and Rescue Response Capacities 
of Official Search and Rescue Institutions in Turkey and the Netherlands
Tekeli Yesil Sidika, Swiss Tropical Institute, Switzerland, Earthquake Mitigation and Preparedness at 
Individual Level in Istanbul and Factors Affecting this Process
Marmureanu Gheorghe, National Institute for Earth Physics, Romania, Early Warning System (EWS) , 
Shake and Disaster Maps for Deep Vrancea Earthquakes Developed in Romania as Parts in Disaster Re-
duction and Risk Management
Kaushik Rajesh Kumar, Oxfam Australia, India, Urban Earthquake Risk Mitigation Planning Process th-
rough Partnerships - Shimla City, India
Surjan Akhilesh Kumar, SIDH-Society for Integrated Development of Habitat, India, Disaster Risk Miti-
gation in Mega-cities: Delhi Experience

1st International Conference on CIP and Resilience (ICCR) Associated Conference
An Associated Conference to the International Disaster & Risk Conference IDRC Davos 2008.
Organised and co-chaired by the Swiss Federal Office for Civil Protection and IDRC. For a more detailed 
program refer to pages 60-61.

Brem Stefan, Federal Office for Civil Protection (BABS), Switzerland 

SHORT BREAK

Transdisciplinary Research on Vulnerability and Risk Reduction – Coastal Regions Invited 
Session

Birkmann Joern & Renaud Fabrice, United Nations University Institute for Environment and Human 
Security (UNU-EHS), Germany 
Renaud Fabrice, United Nations University, Germany, Coastal Vulnerability Research, Introduction and 
Moderation
Guenter Strunz, German Aerospace Center (DLR), Development of Risk Maps for Coastal Communities in 
Indonesia Focusing on Early Warner
Joern Birkmann, United Nations University, Assessing Coastal Vulnerability to Tsunami Risk at Sub-Na-
tional Level in Indonesia - Opportunities and Challenges
Samantha Hettiarachchi, University of Moratuwa, Coastal Vulnerability and Risk assessment – Vietnam

The Impacts of Climate Change in Economics and Development

Burton Ian, University of Toronto, Canada
Vellutini Roberto, Inter American Development Bank, USA, IDB’s Integrated Disaster Risk Management 
programs for Latin America and the Caribbean
Schmidt Silvio, Munich Re, Germany, Hurricane Damages in the United States and the Impact of Climate 
Change: an Exploration of Trends Applying a New Dataset
Patmore Nicola, Risk Management Solutions, United Kingdom, Using Insurance Catastrophe Models to 
Investigate the Economics of Climate Change Impacts and Adaptation
Abdula Rahimaisa, University of Gothenburg /The World Bank, USA, Integrating Climate Adaptation and 
Risk Management in Economic and Development Analysis: An Application to Drought in Ethiopia
Zapata-Marti Ricardo A., UN Economic Commission for Latin america and the Caribbean (ECLAC), Mexico, 
Experiences in Economic Assessment of Disaster Impact as a Tool for Risk Reduction and Mainstreaming 
Disaster Reduction in Development Policy in the Context of Climate Change
Ward Bob, Risk Management Solutions, United Kingdom, Adapting to Climate Change to Maintain the 
Insurability of People and Property Against Extreme Weather and Sea Level Rise

10:30 – 12:00
Strela/Rinerhorn
Convenors
Speakers

10:30 - 17:45
Dischma

Convenor

12:00 - 12:15

12:15 – 13:45
Aspen 1

Convenors

Speakers

12:15 – 13:45
Aspen 2
Convenor
Speakers

Tuesday 26th August 



14

Regional Climate Change Vulnerability and Adaptation

Gwimbi Patrick, Zimbabwe Open University, Zimbabwe
Schramm Don, University of Wisconsin, USA
Li Geraldine Mary, Australian National University (ANU), Australia, Assessing the Vulnerability and Adap-
tive Potential of Australian Settlements to Impacts of Climate Change and Variability
Marulanda Mabel-Cristina, UNal, Colombia - UPC, Colombia, Small and Frequent Disasters Due to Cli-
mate Variability and Change: An Accumulative Development Problem
Omer Farooq Khizer, Aga Khan Planning and Building Service, Pakistan, Private-Development Sector 
Partnership in Reducing Mountain Housing Energy Use Related CO2 Emissions
Hanmbock Raphael, Environmental Management Legal Expert, Cameroon, International Climate Gover-
nance and disaster risk reduction in West Africa
Gwimbi Patrick, Zimbabwe Open University, Harare, Zimbabwe,Climate Change Impact on Rain Fed 
Cotton Production in Zimbabwe: The Case of Gokwe District
Jidong Wu, Bejing Normal University, China, Health Risk Analysis of Extremely High Temperature in Bei-
jing Based on Numerical Simulation of MM5

Analysis & Design of Civilian Structures Against Terrorist Attacks Invited Session

Siddiqui Javed Iqbal Jalil Ahmed, University Of Engineering And Technology Taxila, Pakistan
Siddiqui Javed Iqbal Jalil Ahmed, University Of Engineering And Technology Taxila, Pakistan, Threats 
and Countermeasures in the Design of Civilian Structures Against Terrorist Attacks
Rafeeqi Sahibzada, NED University of Engineering and Technology, Pakistan, Passive Resistance To Blast 
Loading
Erdogan Nihan, Istanbul Technical University, Turkey, Incident Command System at the Response to the 
Terrorist Attacks in Turkey in 2003

Early Warning Systems for Natural Hazards

Annunziato Alessandro, European Commission - Joint Research Center, Italy
Tetzlaff Gerd, Universität Leipzig, Institut für Meteorologie, Germany
Romang Hans, SLF, Switzerland, Flood Warning System for Smaller Catchments
Loster Thomas, Munich Re Foundation, Germany, Early Warning - People-Centered Systems are Key - 
The Mozambique Flood Warning System SIDPABB
Meissen Ulrich, Fraunhofer Institute for Software and Systems Engineering (ISST), Germany, Cost-Benefit 
Evaluation for Early Warning Systems
Stroink Ludwig, GEOTECHNOLOGIEN Coordination Office, Germany, The R&D-Programme GEOTECHNOLOGI-
EN Interface between Science and Application
Staudinger Michael, Zamg, Austria, Meteoalarm - A Europewide Warning System for Natural Hazards

Safer Building Codes and Construction: A Strategy for Enforcement, Implementation and 
Dissemination Invited Session

Imamura Takashi, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), France
Okawa Richard, International Code Council (ICC), USA, Code Development, Code Enforcement Process 
with Training, Certification and Accreditation Programs
Ando Shoichi, UNCRD Hyogo Office, Japan, Capacity Building on Implementation of Nepal Building Con-
trol System: ToT of Masons for the Housing Earthquake Safety Initiative (HESI)
Nordlander Anna, Swedish Rescue Services Agency, Sweden, Safer Buildings in Sweden - Proactive 
Climate Consideration
Pooyan Zhila, IIEES, Iran, Earthquake Reconstruction Experiences in Iran: Lessons Learned toward Vul-
nerability Reduction and Sustainability
Wenzel Helmut, Vienna Consulting Engineers (VCE Holding GmbH), Austria, Challenges for Building Code 
Enforcement following Drastic Changes in Hazard Assessment

12:15 – 13:45
Jakobshorn
Convenors

Speakers

12:15 – 13:45
Parsenn
Convenor
Speakers

12:15 – 13:45
Pischa
Convenors

Speakers

12:15 – 13:45
Plenary Hall

Convenor
Speakers
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Critical Infrastructures - Assessment and Response

Di Giambattista Giancarlo, Ontario Power Generation, Canada
Eggenberger René, Armasuisse, Switzerland, tba
Makhutov Nikolay, Institute for Machine Sciences, RAS, Russia, Multivariant Risk Analysis of Critical Fa-
cilities and Infrastructures in Russia
Barnes Paul, Queensland University of Technology, Australien, Resilience and Emergency Planning in 
Mega-cities: Issues and options
Lepikhin Anatoly Mikhaylovich, Institute Computing Modeling SB RAS, Russia, Risk Assessment of Criti-
cally Important Objects in Regions of Siberia
Olivero Sergio, SiTI, Italy, Risk Assessment Methologies for CI: The Case of Water Networks in Urban 
Areas

Ethical and Social Aspects in Disaster Management

Eiser J. Richard, University of Sheffield, United Kingdom
Renn Ortwin, University of Stuttgart, Germany
Levieux Guillaume, Volcan Explor Action, France, Contribution to Volcanic Risk Mitigation in Southern 
Peru Through an Original Approach of Public Education and Awareness
Ghafory-Ashtiany Mohsen, IIEES, Iran, View of Islam on Earthquakes, Human Vitality and Disaster
Marrero Mercedes, Universidad Central de Venezuela, Venezuela, Training in Values as a Tool for IRM. 
The case of Central University of Venezuela
Altez Rogelio, Universidad Central de Venezuela, Venezuela, Keeping Disaster Alive: Public and Private 
Roles in Post-disaster situation in Vargas State, Venezuela

The Role of Psychology in Disaster Risk Reduction: Promoting Action Through Understand-
ing of the Underlying Cognitive and Behavioral Science Issues Workshop
This workshop is focused on the role behavioral and cognitive sciences research can play in developing 
more effective risk communication, preparedness and warning strategies. This workshop is a follow-on 
to one held at IDRC 2007 in Harbin, China. 
Sullivan Helen T., Rider University, USA
Prior Tim, University of Tasmania, Australia
Alam Edris, University of Chittagong, Bangla Desh
Max Mayer, Mindknit Research Center, USA
Guevara Oscar, United Kingdom
Tanaka Atsuko, AIST, Japan
de Vanssay Bernadette, University of Paris
Hakkinen Markku, University of Jyvaskyla, Finland/USA

SHORT BREAK

Strong Earthquakes Impact Databases and Expected Loss Estimations in Emergency Mode: 
Part 1 Invited Session

Frolova Nina, Seismological Center of IGE, Rus. Acad., Russia
Bonnin Jean, Institute of Earth Physics, France
Grundy Paul, Monash University, Australia, Retrofitting for Resilience: Lessons from the Yogyakarta 
Earthquake 2006
Sigbjoernsson Ragnar, University of Iceland, Iceland, On Damage and Loss Estimation: A Case Study 
Based on Survey Analysis
Reinoso Eduardo, Instituto de Ingeniería, UNAM, Mexico, Earthquake Scenarios for Managua and Mexi-
co City and Near Real Time Damage
Guosheng Qu, National Earthquake Response Support Service, China, The Disaster Distribution and 
Emergency Rescue Mission of CISAR in 12 May Wenchuan 8.0 Earthquake
Frolova Nina, Institute of Environmental Geosciences, Russian Academy of Sciences, Russia, Global Im-
pact Data Bases due to Earthquakes: Availability and Uncertanties

12:15 – 13:45
Sanada 1
Convenor
Speakers

12:15 – 13:45
Sanada 2
Convenors

Speakers

12:15 – 15:30
Talstrasse Room 1

Convenor
Speakers

13:45 - 14:00

14:00 – 15:30
Aspen 2

Convenor

Speakers
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Public Private Partnership in Disaster Risk Reduction - Recent Experiences in Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean Invited Session

Murria Juan, Universidad de Falcon, Venezuela 
Murria Juan, Risk Research Center, Universidad de Falcon (CIR UDEFA), Venezuela, Remote Sensing Tech-
niques and Public Private Partnership in Disaster Risk Reduction Activities in Venezuela
Altez Yara, Universidad Central de Venezuela, Venezuela, Phenomenology of Risk in Vulnerable Commu-
nities and Responsibility of Public Actors: The Case of Vargas State, Venezuela
Barrientos Yolanda, Universidad Pedagogica Experimental Libertador-Instituto Pedagogico de Caracas, 
Venezuela, Comparative Risk Survey Among Four State and One Private Schools at Vargas State: A Case 
Study
Valladares Riguey, Instituto Nacional de Geología y Minería, Venezuela, Communication, a Means of 
Reducing Social Vulnerability: Case of Montalban - La Ceibita Watersheds, Campo Elias Municipality, 
Merida State

Cultural Heritage and Risk: Some European Experiences Workshop
Cultural heritage is a key element of the history and identity of societies, contributing also to their eco-
nomy and well being. Disaster reduction, as a tool of sustainable development, concerns not only the 
prevention of loss of lives and property but also the protection of cultural assets and the environment 
from natural or technological hazards.
Fernandez-Galiano Eladio, Executive Secretary of the EUR-OPA Major Hazards Agreement, France, Intro-
duction to the Council of Europe’s European and Mediterranean Major Hazards Agreement (EUR-OPA)
Apicella Eugenia, Secretary General, European University Centre for the Cultural Heritage (CUEBC), Italy, 
Twenty Years of Experience at the European University
Pelli Linda, Director of EPPO, Deputy Director of ECPFE, Greece, Protecting Monuments and Historical 
Settings from the Next Earthquake
Papadimitriou Eleftheria, Professor of Seismology, Department of Geophysics Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki, Greece, Protecting Monuments and Historical Settings from the Next Earthquake
Mendes-Victor Luis, Director, European Centre on Urban Risks (CERU), Portugal, Seismic Analysis of the 
Aggregates of Historical Buildings
Garevski Mihail, Institute of Earthquake Engineering and Engineering Seismology (IZIIS), Skopje, Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Modelling and testing retrofitting of historical buildings: an engineer’s 
approach 
Ferrigni Ferruccio, Activity coordinator, European University Centre for the Cultural Heritage (CUEBC), 
Italy, Risk, Local culture of risk, Development
Lefevre Roger-A., Professor, University Paris XII, Paris, France, On-going initiatives to assess the impact 
of climate change on cultural heritage

Standards for Business Continuity Management

Sommade Christian, International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM)
Kaye David, Risk Reality. Institute of Risk Management, United Kingdom, Relationship Management: 
Risks within the External Supply Chain
Schmiedtchen Peter, Draeger Safety AG & Co. KGaA, Incident Preparedness and Operational Continuity 
Management in Public and Private Organizations. Training and Scenarios
Tangen Stefan, SIS, Swedish Standards Institute, Sweden, Standardization: A New Global Approach to 
Increase Crisis and Continuity Management Capabilities
Dennis Nicki, British Standards Institution, United Kingdom, National and International (ISO) Standards 
in Risk Management, Business Continuity and Emergency Preparedness

Urban Planning Towards Sustainability

Jiazhuo Wang, China Academy of Urban Planning and Design, China
Suarez Dora Catalina, Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Colombia, Urban Risk and Risk Management 
Analysis for Planning and Effectiveness Improvement at Local Level: The Manizales City Case study
Oxley Marcus C., Global Network of Civil Society Organisation for Disaster Reduction, United Kingdom, 
Urban Risk Reduction: A Case for Private Public Partnerships- Civil Society Perspectives
Xie Yingxia, China Academy of Urban Planning and Design, China, Planning for Safer and More Sustai-
nable Future Introduction of Urban Planning for Hazard Mitigation Practices by CAUPD in China
Rumbach Andrew Joseph, Cornell University, USA, Disaster, Uncertainty, and the Role of Participatory 
Planning

14:00 – 15:30
Jakobshorn

Convenor
Speakers

14:00 – 15:30
Parsenn

Convenor
Speakers

14:00 – 15:30
Plenary Hall
Convenor
Speakers

14:00 – 15:30
Sanada 1
Convenor
Speakers
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Flood Risk Management - Case Studies and Tools
Argentina Teodora Nertan, National Meteorological Administration, Romania
Kawata Yoshiaki, Kyoto University, Japan, Improvement of Disaster Reduction Management for Urban 
Floods in Japan
Stancalie Gheorghe, National Meteorological Administration, Romania, Contribution of Remote Sensing 
and Geo-Information Systems in Flood Risk Management in Romania
Tinz Marek, Infoterra GmbH, Germany, Integrated Flood Risk Management for River Catchments in the 
Danube Basin
McGrath Kevin, International Initiative Against Avoidable Disability (IMPACT), Cyclone Nargis: Reducing 
Future Flood Risk - A Community Response

A Window into the Modern Classroom Workshop
Developing or Reframing Educational Materials?
Curious about Current Practice in Education?
Workshop Focusing on Contemporary Teaching and Learning Methods.
Jeanette Terry, Independet Education Consultant

COFFEE BREAK

Global Network of Civil Society Organisations for Disaster Reduction Informal Meeting - 
Open Invite 

Purpose: To raise awareness of the work of the Global Network: History - Core Objectives - Main Acti-
vities - How to join - Q&A
Oxley Marcus C., Global Network of Civil Society Organisation for Disaster Reduction, United Kingdom

Strong Earthquakes Impact Databases and Expected Loss Estimations in Emergency Mode: 
Part 2 Invited Session

Frolova Nina, Seismological Center of IGE, Rus. Acad., Russia
Bonnin Jean, Institute of Earth Physics, France
Gupta Harsh, National Geophysical Research Institute, India, On the Necessity of Developing Earthquake 
Scenarios: The case of Kangra Earthquake of 1905
De Groeve Tom, European Commission - Joint Research Center, Italy, Real-time Impact Estimation of 
Large Earthquakes Using USGS Shakemaps
Ghafory-Ashtiany Mohsen, IIEES, Iran, Estimating City-wide Seismic Building Loss and Road Network 
Blockage for Tehran
Nasserasadi Kiarash, IIEES, Iran, Proposal of a Hybrid Method of Early Loss Estimation Model, Based On 
the Experience of the Bam Earthquake
Erdik Mustafa, Bogazici University, Turkey, Development of Shakemap and Lossmap Methodologies in 
Euro-Med Region

 Plenary Session 4: Critical Infrastructure Protection – Are New Institutional Frameworks 
Requested?
Panellists will address the necessary improvements for a better protection of critical infrastructures 
on a policy level and on an institutional level- considering a communal, national and international 
context.
Croll Peter J., CEO/ Director, BICC, Bonn International Centre for Conversion, Bonn, Germany 
Radhika Selvi V. , Minister of State for Home Affairs, Government of India
Brem Stefan, Head of Risk Analysis and Research Coordination, Swiss Federal Office for Civil Protection, 
Berne, Switzerland (with brief reporting as chairman from 1st ICCR)
Di Giambattista Gian, Director, Emergency Preparedness, Ontario Power Generation, Toronto, Canada
Thomas Anisya S. , Co-Founder, Fritz Institute, San Francisco, CA, USA
Vellutini Roberto, Manager of Infrastructure and Environment, Inter-American Development Bank, IDB, 
Washington, DC, USA

Wrap-up 2nd day: Concluding remarks

Croll Peter J., CEO/ Director, BICC, Bonn International Centre for Conversion, Bonn, Germany 

14:00 – 15:30
Sanada 2
Convenor
Speakers

14:00 – 15:30
Strela/Rinerhorn

Convenor

15:30 - 16:00

16:00 - 17:00
Office 41a-b

Convenor

16:00 – 17:30
Aspen 2

Convenor

Speakers

 
16:00 – 17:30
Plenary Hall

Moderator
Input Statment
Panellists

17:30 – 17:45
Plenary Hall
Speaker
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 Special Plenary Session: Central Asian States

Croll Peter J., CEO/Director, BICC, Bonn International Centre for Conversion, Bonn, Germany 
Karabaev Ednan, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kyrgyz Republic

Part 1. Disaster Prevention of Radioactive Wastes and Environmental Risks. The first part of the program 
will consider disaster prevention of radioactive wastes and related environmental risks in Central Asia. 
Attention is drawn to the trails of toxic radioactive waste left by the mining industry of Soviet period on 
the territories of the Central Asian States. 
Tashiev K., Minister of Emergency Situations, Kyrgyz Republic, Welcome Introduction of the Session
Temiraliev T., Head of the Department on Foreign Relations, Ministry of Emergency Situations, Kyrgyz 
Republic, Description of the Problem, and Issues Concerned
Mansurov Tair, H.E., Secretary General of the Eurasian Economic Union, Regional Implications of Tech-
nological Risks (tbc)
Joulia Jean-Paul, Head of Nuclear Safety, EU, DG-AIDCO, Brussels, International Toxic Waste and Envi-
ronmental Consequences (tbc)  
Komarover L., Counselor, UNDP, Kyrgyzstan, Development Implications, and Concluding Comments 
(tbc)

Part 2. Summary Outputs of the International Conference on Water-Related Disaster Reduction (ICWR-
DR), Dushanbe, Tajikistan, June 2008. The second part of the program will provide a summary presenta-
tion of the outputs of the International Conference on Water Related Disaster Reduction (ICWRDR), held 
in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, June 27-28, 2008
Latipov Habibullo, Committee of Emergency Situations and Civil Defense, (CoES) Dushanbe, Rep. of Taji-
kistan, Introduction, International Conference on Water-Related Disaster Reduction (ICWRDR)
Rahimov Sulton,  Acting Chairman of the Executive Committee, International Fund for Saving the Aral 
Sea, Dushanbe, Rep. Of Tajikistan, Summary Presentation of Output

Refreshments and Special Central Asian Culture Program 
Kyrgyz Folkloric Concert Performance “Ordo Sakhna”

PANDEMICS & DISEASES

 Plenary Session 5: Pandemics and Diseases – Expecting the Unexpected
Any outbreak of pandemics poses a global threat. An outbreak in one region has an immediate impact 
on all other regions worldwide. Infectious diseases in humans and animals are still spreading; climate 
change may change and aggravate the patterns. Panellists will address the necessary improvements 
for prevention and for the emergency phase. How to reduce negative human impacts and losses will 
be discussed

Tilgner Ulrich, Special Radio and TV Correspondent, Tehran
Fiore Gianluca, Joint Research Centre JRC, Ispra, Italy 
Guha-Sapir Debarati, Director Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters CRED, Brussels, UC 
Louvain, Belgium
Shaaban Naomi, Minister for Special Programs, Government of Kenya, Nairobi, Kenya 
Yahmed Samir Ben, Director Emergency Preparedness and Capacity Development, World Health Orga-
nization, WHO, Switzerland

1st International Conference on CIP and Resilience (ICCR) Associated Conference
An Associated Conference to the International Disaster & Risk Conference IDRC Davos 2008.
Organised and co-chaired by the Swiss Federal Office for Civil Protection and IDRC. For a more detailed 
program refer to pages 60-61.

Brem Stefan, Federal Office for Civil Protection (BABS), Switzerland 

ProVention Consortium Closed Workshop

Arnold Margaret, ProVention Consortium, Switzerland

17:50 – 19:15
Plenary Hall
Moderator
Opening

Speakers

Speakers

19:15 - 22:00
Plenary Hall

 WEDNESDAY, 27TH AUGUST 2008

08:30 – 10:00
Plenary Hall

Moderator
Speakers

08:30 - 17:45
Dischma

Convenor

08:30 – 18:30
Sertig
Convenor
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Information Technology for Early Warning and Crisis Management in International 
Disasters: Part 1 Training Course
This short course provides a concise overview of the role tools and systems can and are playing in 
support of communities and decision-makers with responsibilities in preparedness and emergency 
response and serves as a starting point for further more detailed analyses which could be the subject 
of future courses. The course also includes hands-on, interactive, sessions involving exercises with a 
number of systems and tools. The course is aimed at civil protection officers, NGO partners or anyone 

interested in the technologies underpinning international crisis/disaster management.

Annunziato Alessandro, European Commission - Joint Research Center, Italy 

Poster Session - Day 3
The poster session changes daily and features around 50 posters on this third day of the conference. 
Posters have been prepared by a number of organizations and are clustered according to the topic co-
vered. For more detailed information please refer to the Poster Presentation Program on pages 55-59. 
Posters will be on display from 09:00 until 18:00 Please note that poster presenters are not required to 

attend this session.

COFFEE BREAK

National and International Standards in Natural Hazard Risk Management

Shi Peijun, Bejing Normal University, China 
Sieber Alois J., European Commission - Joint Research Center, Italy
Cannata Massimiliano, World Institute for Disaster Risk Management DRM, Switzerland, Experimental 
Studies Regarding Landslides and the Elaboration of Standard Monitoring Manuals
Hausmann Peter, Swiss Re, Switzerland, Easier Access to Public Data Could Improve Disaster Risk 
Assessment
Helm Patrick Owen, Department of the Prime Minister & Cabinet, New Zealand, Risk Management 
Approaches to National Security Issues
Scheer Stefan, European Commission - Joint Research Center, Italy, The Development of Templates 
Capturing Information Regarding Disaster Reduction Technologies
Thüring Manfred, Institute of Earth Sciences - SUPSI, Switzerland, Standards for Conducting Hazard 
Mapping, Vulnerability Assessment and Economic Valuation for the Tourism Sector

Developing Risk Information for Risk Reduction Invited Session

Ghesquiere Francis, The World Bank, USA
Mora Sergio, Consultant to the World Bank, Argentina, Causes and Consequences of Disasters In Latin 
America and the Caribbean
Aste Jean-Pierre, GIPEA Inc., France, Experiences in Hazard, Vulnerability and Risk Assessments: 
Assisting and Orienting Decision Making
Bendimerad Fouad, Earthquakes and Megacities Initiative (EMI), USA, Hazard, Vulnerability and 
Capacity Indicators: A Risk Assessments and Modeling Tool
Anderson Edward, The World Bank, USA, Central American Probabilistic Risk Assessment (CAPRA): 
Objectives, Applications and Potential Benefits of an Open Access Architecture
Cardona Omar D., Consorcio Evaluacion de Riesgos Naturales (CAPRA), Colombia, Innovative Disaster 
Risk Management Based on Probabilistic Risk Assessment: Applications for Risk Understanding, 
Communication, Reduction and Financing

Economic Impacts of Disasters

Frolova Nina, Institute of Environmental Geosciences, Russian Academy of Sciences, Russia
Sahin Sebnem, The World Bank, USA, A Macro-Economic Analysis of the Major Hurricane Events in the 
Caribbean Region to Evaluate the Impact of Public and Private Investments
Tatano Hirokazu, Kyoto University, Japan, Measuring Economic Impact of a Disaster without Double 
Counting Based on Multi-Sector Economic Growth Models
Wirtz Angelika, Münchener Rückversicherungs-Gesellschaft AG, Germany, Hitting the Poor Impact of 
Natural Catastrophes in Economies at Various Stages of Development
Onur Tuna, Risk Management Solutions, Inc and Stanford University, USA, Estimating Losses from 
“Super” Catastrophes
Pfurtscheller Clemens, alpS Natural Hazard Management, What Can Save Us from Catastrophic Loss? A 
Multivariate Analysis of the Factors of Socio-Economic Vulnerability Against Floods in Tyrol/Austria

09:00-12:00
Cafe Chamonix
Convenor

09:00 – 18:00
Park Level (Foyer C1)

10:00 - 10:30

10:30 – 12:00
Pischa
Convenors

Speakers

10:30 – 12:00
Aspen 2
Convenor
Speakers

10:30 – 12:00
Aspen 1
Convenor
Speakers
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Emergency Planning within the Integral Management of Natural Hazard Events   
Examples from Europe Invited Session

Plattner Thomas, Ecosafe Gunzenhauser AG, Switzerland
Romang Hans, SLF, Switzerland 
Gunzenhauser Markus, Ecosafe Gunzenhauser AG, Switzerland, Needs, Possibilities and Limits of 
Emergency Planning within the Management of Natural Hazards
Schwingshandl Albert, Riocom, Austria, Flood Emergency Management at the Morava River (Alarmplan 
Hochwasser March) - an Example for Emergency Management Planning from Austria
Kaeslin Toni, Fire Brigades of Nidwalden, Switzerland, Natural Hazards Emergency Planning and its 
Implementation in a System of Voluntariness - an Example of Switzerland
Alexander David, University of Florence, Italy, Integrating Models of Emergency Planning and 
Response

Planning for Mitigation of Pandemic Threats: Preparedness and Response

Patmore Nicola Ann, Risk Management Solutions, United Kingdom
Love Gavin John, WorleyParsons, USA, Developing Capability and Preparedness for Pandemic 
Influenza: Public-Private Partnerships and the Supply Chain
Bernier Suzanne Naomi, Workplace Safety & Insurance Board of Ontario, Canada, Bringing your 
Pandemic Plan to the Next Level - a Case Study
Di Giambattista Giancarlo, Ontario Power Generation, Canada, Keeping The Lights On - A Practical 
Approach to Pandemic Planning
Stilianakis Nikolaos, European Commission - Joint Research Center, Italy, Epidemiological Modeling, 
Surveillance and Web-Based Information Systems: Tools for Public Health Decision Making

The Role of Public Private Partnership in Disaster Risk Reduction

Dengo Manuel, Development Assistance Research Associates (DARA), Costa Rica
Mitra Swati, Disaster Management Professional, India, Public/Private Partnership in Disaster Risk 
Reduction for Self Preservation
Minnie Johan Adriaan, AFRICON, South Africa, Critical Success Factors for Public-Private Partnerships 
in Disaster Risk Management: Lessons Learnt and Observations from the Broader Public-Private 
Partnership Field
Liesch Tanja, cedim AG, Germany, CEDIM and Cedim AG an Example for a Successful Public-Private 
Partnership in Integrated Risk Management
Theckethil Reshmi Krishnan, Cornell University, United States, Urban Risk Reduction through Public-
private Partnership: Role of State in Affordable Housing and Service Provision
Dubey Rakesh, Disaster Management Institute, India, Public-private Partnership - Key for Business 
Continuity by Integral Risk Management

Livelihood Protection and Food Security

Baas Stephan, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), Italy
Watson Cathy, Livestock Emergency Guidelines and Standards (LEGS), Ethiopia, The Livestock 
Emergency Guidelines and Standards: Promoting Public-Private Partnerships for Livestock 
Interventions in Disasters
Platz Uwe, Federal Agency for Agriculture and Food, Deutschland, Vulnerability of Structures of 
Logistics in Food Trade
Bruins Hendrik, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Israel, Global Food Insecurity: A Rationale for 
National Grain Reserves in Disaster Contingency Planning
Karkee Krishna, Centre for Disaster Management Studies, Nepal, Effects of Deforestation on Tree 
Diversity and Livelihoods of Local Community: A Case Study from Nepal
Bu Fengxian, Northwest A&F University, China, Risk Assessment of Historical Famine Hazards in 
Ancient China
Msangi Josephine Phillip, University of Namibia, Namibia, Implications of Climate Change on Sustaina-
bility of Rural Livelihood Systems in Southern Africa

10:30 – 12:00
Parsenn

Convenors

Speakers

10:30 – 12:00
Plenary Hall
Convenor
Speakers

10:30 – 12:00
Sanada 1
Convenor
Speakers

10:30 – 12:00
Sanada 2
Convenor
Speakers
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Sustainable Development for Coastal Defense Invited Session

McAdoo Brian G., Vassar College, USA
McAdoo Brian G., Vassar College, USA, Tempests, Tsunamis and Tents: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on 
Coastal Disaster Recovery
Cochard Roland, Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETHZ), Switzerland, The Potential Role of 
Coastal Ecosystems in Risk Management: Some Lessons from the 2004 Tsunami
Islam M. Aminul, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Bangladesh, Climate Resilient 
Livelihood Options in Coastal Bangladesh
Saravanan Janakiraman, DHAN Foundation, India, Enabling Partnerships for Sustained Livelihoods - 
Experiences of DHAN Foundation in Coastal Areas

Confronting the Challenge of Building Sustainable Networks for Disaster Relief Recovery 
and Community Resilience Invited Session

Martin James, Virginia Tech, USA
Martin James, Virginia Tech, USA, Emerging Vulnerabilities and Disaster Risk Management Solutions for 
Sustainable Multi-Hazard Resilience
Stephenson Max, Virginia Tech, USA, Revisiting the Conditions Necessary for Effective Intersectoral 
Collaboration in Disaster Mitigation, Relief and Reconstruction
Zobel Christopher, Virginia Tech, USA, The Importance Of Information Sharing And Technology In 
Support Of Dynamic Multi-Organizational Partnerships For Disaster Risk Management
Roberts Patrick, Virginia Tech, USA, What Binds a Network? Preliminary Evidence from the Niger 
Drought Early Warning Systems

Young Scientists in Contest - YSC Conference (Day 1) Associated Conference
A special conference on research in the Canton of Grisons. Embedded in the International Disaster 
and Risk Conference (IDRC 2008 Davos), “Young Scientists in Contest” demonstrates the range of high 
level research that is performed in the Canton of Grisons (Switzerland) and its surroundings, namely 
Lichtenstein.
Allgoewer Britta, Science City Davos/Wissensstadt Davos, Switzerland

SHORT BREAK

Socio-Economic and Psychological Aspects of Risks and Disasters

Gibson Carl, La Trobe University, Australia
Sullivan Helen, Rider University, USA
Abhyankar Manasi, Neeti Solutions, India, Risk Dialogue Through Gaming Technology
Badri Seyed Ali, University of Tehran, Iran, Perception of Earthquake Risk and Post-disaster Re-
construction: Comparative Study of Two Residential Neighbourhoods on Different Socio-economic 
Status in Tehran
Grothmann Torsten, University of Oldenburg, Germany, Encouraging Adaptation to Climate Change 
and Weather Extremes in Private Households Good Practice and Lessons Learned from Psychological 
Research
Jaswal Surinder, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, India, Vulnerability Analysis of Psycho-Social Health 
in Disasters
Schwindt Manijeh, alpS - Centre for Natural Hazard Management, Austria, Hazardous Disaster Aid?: 
The Crowding-Out Effect of International Charity
Yorulmaz Nermin, Brunel University, United Kingdom, Capability Approach to Disaster Mitigation

10:30 – 12:00
Strela/Rinerhorn
Convenor
Speakers

10:30 – 12:00
Jakobshorn

Convenor
Speakers

10:30 – 15:00
Talstrasse Room 1

Convenor

12:00 - 12:15

12:15 – 13:45
Plenary Hall
Convenors

Speakers
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Public Health Security in Disaster Management

Flury Christoph, Swiss Federal Office for Civil Protection, Switzerland
Pons Luis, ETSEIB, Technical University of Catalonia, Spain, The European Union Project Guard, Antici-
pation and Prediction (GAP) of Global Health Threats
Collins Andrew, Northumbria University, United Kingdom, Health Security or Climate Change Adaptati-
on? What do we really mean by disaster risk reduction in times of disease?
Yarmohammadian Mohammad Hossein, Isfahan University of Medical Sciences, Iran, A Comparative 
Study on Disaster Planning in National Health Systems : Iran and UK
Hicyilmaz Kubilây M.O., Arup, United Kingdom, Long Overdue - an Engineering Based Public Health 
Campaign
Steinberger Ralf, European Commission - Joint Research Center, MedISys an Intelligence and Early 
Warning Tool for the Monitoring of Multilingual Media Reports
Louw Elretha, AFRICON, South Africa, Climate Change in the Western Cape: A Disaster Risk Assessment 
of the Impact on Human Health

Water Management and Disaster Risk Reduction

Okada Norio, Kyoto University, Japan
KC Laxman, Nepal Engineer Association, Nepa
Argentina Teodora Nertan, National Meteorological Administration, Romania, GIS Based Integrated 
System for Ecological and Economical Management of Water Resources: Case Ctudy Bistrita River Basin 
- Romania
Hardik Shukla Shital, Centre for Development Alternatives, India, Managing Urban Water Disasters in 
Gujarat: Risk Assessment and Risk Reduction
KC Laxman, Nepal Engineer Association, Nepal, Disaster on Management and Conflict on Water 
Distribution (Nepal)
Parmar D.L., Harcourt Butler Techological Institute, India, Lekage Assessment in Water Distribution 
System: A Case Study

Models for Risk Management

Martin James R., Virginia Tech, USA
Levinton Carlos Hugo, University Buenos Aires Architecture, Argentina
Levinton Carlos Hugo, University Buenos Aires Architecture, Argentina, Pacha Model
Byambaa Mendbayar, e-Map” SIS Group, Mongolia, Towards Generic and Universal Solution
Santos-Reyes Jaime Reynaldo, Instituto Politecnico Nacional, Mexiko, Natural Disasters Management: 
A Systemic Approach
Rudolf-Miklau Florian, BMLFUW, Austria, Life-cycle Oriented Management of Structural and Non-
Structural Protection Measures Providing Sustainable Safety A Strategic Dimension
Petkov Gueorgui Ivanov, Technical University of Sofia, Bulgaria, Probabilistic Strategies for Human 
Performances in Disasters

Integral Risk Management of Natural Hazards in Europe - from Science to Practice 
Invited Session

Bischof Nicole, SLF, Switzerland
Bruendl Michael, SLF, Switzerland, Implementing the Risk Concept for Natural Hazard Risk 
Management - Examples from Switzerland
Modaressi Hormoz, BRGM, France, The Importance of Vulnerability Issues as a Major Aspect of Integral 
Risk Management of Natural Hazards: ENSURE Project
Alexander David, University of Florence, Italy, Making Emergency Management Education and Training 
Sustainable

12:15 – 13:45
Aspen 2
Convenor
Speakers

12:15 – 13:45
Jakobshorn
Convenors

Speakers

12:15 – 13:45
Aspen 1
Convenors

Speakers

12:15 – 13:45
Pischa

Convenor
Speakers
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Improving Decision Support through Integrated Observations Invited Session

Ambrose Stephen, NASA Headquarters, USA
Ambrose Stephen, NASA Headquarters, USA, The Subcommittee on Disaster Reduction (SDR): Grand 
Challenges for Disaster Reduction
Ambrosia Vincent G., NASA Ames Research Center/SETI, USA, NASA Science Serving Society: Improving 
Capabilities for Fire Characterization to Effect Reduction in Disaster Losses.
Habib Shahid, NASA-Goddard Space Flight Center, USA, Solving Multi Hazards via Satellite Remote 
Sensing
Ouzounov Dimitar, NASA-Goddard Space Flight Center, USA, Application of Remote Sensing 
Technologies for Disaster Risk Management: Multisensor Approach of Analyzing Atmospheric Signals 
and Search for Possible Earthquake Precursors

Information Technology for Early Warning and Crisis Management in International 
Disasters: Part 2 Training Course
This short course provides a concise overview of the role tools and systems can and are playing in 
support of communities and decision-makers with responsibilities in preparedness and emergency 
response and serves as a starting point for further more detailed analyses which could be the subject 
of future courses. The course also includes hands-on, interactive, sessions involving exercises with a 
number of systems and tools. The course is aimed at civil protection officers, NGO partners or anyone 
interested in the technologies underpinning international crisis/disaster management. For more infor-
mation please visit the IDRC Davos 2008 - associated events page

Annunziato Alessandro, European Commission - Joint Research Center, Italy

SHORT BREAK 

Risk Governance: Challenges and Lessons Learned

Ecweru Musa, Department of Disaster Preparedness, Relief & Refugees, Uganda
Mirani Mushtaq Ahmad, Mehran University, Pakistan, Institutional Development and Disaster 
Mitigation Lessons Learnt
Shi Peijun, Bejing Normal University, China, Integrated Risk Governance under Global Changes
Gangal Manish, American National Red Cross, Thailand, Integral Risk Management: Risk Governance & 
Risk Dialogue
Akin Demir, Disaster Affairs General Directorate, Turkey, Turkey’s National Disaster Archive System and a 
New Approach for Risk Management

Risk Insurance to Counteract Increased Economic Losses Due to Extreme Weather Events

Wilhelm Mario, University of Passau, Germany
Miller Stuart, AIR Worldwide, USA, Managing Sovereign Catastrophe Risk: Lessons from Mexico
Schnarwiler Reto, Swiss Re, Switzerland, Disaster Risk Financing: Reducing the Burden on Public 
Budgets
Kingsmill-Vellacott Anna, AKV Associates, United Kingdom, Climate change, Disaster Management and 
Public Procurement
Strachan Jane, Reading University, United Kingdom, Utilising Climate Research to Inform the Insurance 
Industry: Can We Dynamically Simulate Tropical Cyclones for Risk Assessment

Disaster Risk Management in Agriculture Workshop
Explore sustainable processes to promote disaster risk reduction in the food and agricultural sectors for 
vulnerable people in high-risk, low-capacity countries prone to disaster. Disaster Risk Management in 
Agriculture is an umbrella concept covering a complex range of issues that are often condensed into 
three main components: (i) risk assessment and reduction; (ii) preparedness and early warning; and 
(iii) response and rehabilitation. The side event will address specific perspectives and contributions 

from the agricultural sector(s) to national DRM systems.
Hess Ulrich, WFP, Italy

12:15 – 13:45
Sanada 2
Convenor
Speakers

13:00 - 16:00
Cafe Chamonix

Convenor

13:45 - 14:00

14:00 - 15:30
Aspen 1
Convenor
Speakers

14:00 - 15:30
Aspen 2
Convenor
Speakers

14:00 - 16:00 
Jakobshorn

Convenor
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Climate Change, Environmental Risk, and Migration Invited Session

Renaud Fabrice, United Nations University Institute for Environment and Human Security (UNU-EHS), 
Germany
Renaud Fabrice, United Nations University, Germany, Evidence from 23 Case Studies on 
Environmentally induced Migration
Glenn Dolcemascolo, United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), Switzerland, Climate Change, 
Environmental Degradation, and Migration
Frank Laczko, International Organization for Migration (IOM), Switzerland, Global Research Agenda on 
Environment and Migration

Make Health Facilities Safe from Disasters Invited Session

Briceno Salvano, United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN-ISDR), Switzerland
Mok Tze Ming, United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN-ISDR), Switzerland
Aysan Yasemin, Disaster Management Specialist, Turkey, Making Sure Health Infrastructure and Health 
Facilities Can Keep Working Through Disasters
Bittner Patricia, Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), USA, How Safe Are Our Health Facilities?: 
Applying the Hospital Safety Index
Herbosa Ted, National University of Malaysia Medical Centre (UKMC), Malaysia, Building Capacity 
Among Health Workers in Emergency Preparedness and Disaster Risk Reduction
Abrahams Jonathan, World Health Organization (WHO), Risk Reduction and Emergency Preparedness: 
WHO Six-year Strategy for the Health Sector and Community Capacity Development 2008-2013

Improving Emergency Response after Disasters

Alexander David, University of Florence, Italy
Bernier Suzanne Naomi, Workplace Safety & Insurance Board of Ontario, Canada
Sommade Christian, International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM), England, Global 
Application of the Principles of Emergency Management
Perera Clifford Priyantha, University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka, Role of First Responders in Management of 
Dead in Mass Disasters a Review of South Asian Perspectives
Wolf Frederick G., Pacific Lutheran University, USA, The Incident Command System (ICS): A Flexible 
Approach to Organizing for Emergency Response Through the Enactment of a Transient Framework of 
Auftragstaktik
Amini Hosseini Kambod, IIEES, Iran, Improvement Of Emergency Response Capacity In Iran Using The 
Experiences of Previous Earthquakes
Yadollahi Mohammad Reza, Transportation Research Institute, Iran, Prioritization Model for Studies on 
the Emergency Transportation Systems of Large Cities after Natural Disasters (Case study: Prioritization 
Model for the Research Requirements in the Field of Transportation Systems in the Tehran Metropoli-
tan City)

Gender and Disasters II

Aysan Yasemin, Disaster Management Specialist, Turkey
Turaeva Suriya, University of World Economy and Diplomacy (UWED), Uzbekistan
Ahmed Naila, Public Works Department, Bangladesh, Natural Disaster Risk of Women in Bangladesh
Ensor Marisa O., Eastern Michigan University, USA, Linking the Public-Private Spheres of Women’s 
Disaster Responses: Lessons from Central America Ten Years after Hurricane Mitch
Qureshi Fiza Naz, Sindh Rural Support Program, Pakistan, Consideration of Gender Sensitivities in 
Disaster Relief Personal experiences
Meda Gurudutt Prasad, CADME, India, Risk Management (Prevention, Preparedness, Early Warning, 
and Recovery)

ISDR and UNESCO Meeting of the ISDR Thematic Platform on Knowledge and Education
Open Meeting of the ISDR Thematic Platform on Knowledge and Education

ISDR and UNESCO
Discussion of 2006-2008 Action Plan Results
Discussion of Priorities for 2008-2010 Action Plan of the ISDR Thematic Platform on Knowledge and 
Education

Discussion of the Governance Structure of the SDR Thematic Platform on Knowledge and Education

COFFEE BREAK

14:00 - 15:30
Pischa
Convenor

Speakers

14:00 - 15:30
Plenary Hall
Convenor

Speakers

14:00 - 15:30
Sanada 1
Convenors

Speakers

14:00 - 15:30
Sanada 2
Convenors

Speakers

14:00 – 15:30
Strela/Rinerhorn

Organizer
Topics

15:30 - 16:00
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Local Views on Disaster Risk Reduction Video Session

ProVention Consortium

 Plenary Session 6: Pandemics and Diseases – Consequences on Health, Social Welfare, 
Economy 
In today’s world of increasing globalization, diseases have the potential to spread across the world at 
warp speed. To protect people’s health and to eradicate worldwide health threatsis a substantial base 
for sustainable development..Any outbreak of pandemics and the spreading of both, communicable 
and non-communicable diseases, pose a global threat to public health and welfare, economy and 
social stability; climate change may change and aggravate the patterns. Panellists will discuss the po-
tential consequences on welfare, economy and social stability and will address the necessary improve-
ments for prevention and for the emergency phase and will share their broad  knowledge and expertise 
in public health with the audience. How to reduce negative human, economic and social impacts will 
be the key for the future. 
Tilgner Ulrich, Special Radio and TV Correspondent, Tehran
Jonas Olga, Economic Advisor, Operations Policy and Country Services, The World Bank, Washington, 
DC, USA 
Nabarro David, UN System Coordinator for Avian and Pandemic Influenza, Deputy UN System 
Coordinator for Responses to the Global Food Crisis, Geneva, Switzerland 
Wenzel James G.W., Dept. Clinical Sciences and Pathobiology, College of Veterinary Medicine, Auburn 
University, Auburn, AL, USA

Wrap-up 3rd day: Concluding Remarks

Tilgner Ulrich, Special Radio and TV Correspondent, Tehran

Public Open Forum: Climate Change Induced Migration, Internal Displacement, and Food 
Security 
Water scarcity and decreasing food productivity as a consequence of global warming will have an im-
pact on particular regions in Sub-Saharan Africa and in Asia. Increasing cost for energy and the use of 
bio-fuel aggravate the situation and may also lead to social unrest. The public open forum will discuss 
solutions on how to reduce migration and displacement pressure and on how to improve food secu-
rity.

Tilgner Ulrich, Special Radio and TV Correspondent, Tehran
Boncour Philippe, Head International Dialogue on Migration, Division Migration Policy, Research and 
Communications Department, International Organization for Migration (IOM), Geneva, Switzerland 
Ferroni Marco, CEO Syngenta Foundation, Basel, Switzerland
Jarraud Michel, Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), Geneva, Switzer-
land
Linde Thomas, IFRC Special Representative of the Secretary General on Migration, Geneva, Switzerland
Mutagamba Maria, Minister of State for Water and Environment, Kampala, Uganda
Nabarro David, UN System Coordinator for Avian and Pandemic Influenza, Deputy UN System Coordi-
nator for Responses to the Global Food Crisis, Geneva, Switzerland

INTEGRAL RISK MANAGEMENT

 Plenary Session 7: Integral Risk Management - Key for Successful Risk Reduction
The world’s growing population with its expanding urbanization and globalization has greatly aggra-
vated the risk potential to all communities and nations. The number of disasters is increasing, affecting 
all parts of society in all regions of the world. Urban risk has become a planetary phenomenon. These 
trends afford countermeasures. New principles, policies, and strategies, innovative mechanisms and 
methods have to be designed to address the variety of risks that face communities, from natural ha-
zards to technical and biological risks, from pandemics to terrorism. 
Haller Matthias, Prof. em., Insurance Economics, University of St. Gallen, Founder of Risk Dialogue 
Foundation, St. Gallen, Switzerland
Arnold Margaret, CEO ProVention Consortium, Geneva, Switzerland
Dolcemascolo Glenn, Scientific and Technical Advisor Disaster Risk Reduction, Post Conflict and Disaster 
Management Branch, UNEP, Geneva, Switzerland
Jarraud Michel, Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), Geneva, Switzer-
land
Mangkusubroto Kuntoro, Minister, Director of the Agency for Rehabilitation and Reconstruction of 
Aceh and Nias, Indonesia
Mutagamba Maria, Minister of State for Water and Environment, Kampala, Uganda

14:00 – 16:30
Parsenn
Organizer

16:00 - 17:30
Plenary Hall

Moderator
Panellists

17:30 - 17:45
Plenary Hall
Speaker

20:15 - 22:00
Plenary Hall

Moderator
Speakers

 THURSDAY 28TH AUGUST 2008

08:30 - 10:00
Plenary Hall

Convenor

Panellists
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09:00 – 18:00
Park Level (Foyer C1)

10:00 - 10:30

10:30 – 12:00
Aspen 1
Convenor
Speakers

10:30 – 12:00
Aspen 2

Convenor
Speakers

10:30 – 12:00
Dischma
Convenor
Speakers

10:30 – 12:00
Jakobshorn

Convenors

Speakers

Poster Session - Day 4
The poster session changes daily and features around 45 posters on this fourth day of the confe-
rence. Posters have been prepared by a number of organizations and are clustered according to 
the topic covered. For more detailed information please refer to the Poster Presentation Program 
on pages 55-59. Posters will be on display from 09:00 until 18:00 Please note that poster presen-
ters are not required to attend this session.

COFFEE BREAK

Networking of National Platforms on Regional Level Invited Session

Ferrari Marco, Senior Advisor and Boardmember of the Global Risk Forum GRF Davos, Switzerland
Zentel Karl-Otto, Deutsches Komitee Katastrophenvorsorge (DKKV), Germany 
Boullé Philippe, Association Française pour la Prévention des Catastrophes Naturelles (AFPCN), 
France
Vonlanthen Corinne, Swiss Federal Office of Environment (FOEN), Switzerland
Pulatova Goulsara, United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN-ISDR), 
Tajikistan

Public-Private Partnership in Public Data and Private Results Sharing 
Workshop/Special Discussion

Follow-up Discussion on the Wednesday parallel session
tba
Annoni Alessandro, JRC, IES, Ispra, Italy
Goetz Andreas, Deputy Director, Swiss Agency for Environment, berne, Switzerland
Hausmann Peter, Swiss Re, Zurich
Jarraud Michel, Director General World Meteorological Organisation WMO, Geneva, Switzerland 

Risks Related to the Energy Sector

Shah Haresh C, Stanford University, Risk Management Solution, USA
Huang Lei, Nanjing University, China, Comparative Analysis of Risk Perception between Nuclear 
and Coal Powers in China
Lehrke Stephan, The Boston Consulting Group, Germany, Forecasting Future Power Plant Demand 
using Monte Carlo Methods for Decision Drivers
Burgherr Peter, Paul Scherrer Institut, Switzerland, Comparative Risk Assessment of Severe Ac-
cidents in the Energy Sector
Romerio Franco, University of Geneva, Switzerland , Electric Power Supply Security and “Natural 
Hazard” Risks

Building ISDR System Mechanisms for Scientific and Technical Networking Invited 
Session

Reid Basher, ISDR secretariat, Geneva, Switzerland
Yuichi Ono, ISDR secretariat, Geneva, Switzerland
Reid Basher, ISDR secretariat, Switzerland, Opening and Goal of the Session
Filipe Lucio, World Meteorological Organization, Switzerland, Keynote
Ammann Walter J., GRF Davos, Switzerland, Presentation on the concept of the Global Risk 
Forum
Duncan Craig, ISDR secretariat, Switzerland, Presentation on PreventionWeb as a Tool to Assist 
the Networking
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10:30-12:00
Parsenn

Convenor
Speakers

10:30-12:00
Pischa
Convenor
Speakers

10:30-12:00
Plenary Hall

Organizer

Moderator

Speakers

10:30-12:00
Sanada 1
Convenor
Speakers

10:30-12:00
Sanada 2
Convenor
Speakers

Social and Environmental Vulnerability: Participation of Civil Societies for Risk Man-
agement Invited Session

Bhattacharjee Rupendra Chandra, Global Forum for Disaster Management, India
Bhattacharjee Rupendra Chandra, Global Forum for Disaster Management, India, Social and 
Environmental Vulnerability: Participation of Civil Societies for Risk Management  
Chaudhari Lalit, Institute For Sustainable Development And Research India (ISDR), India, Social 
and Environmental Vulnerability: Participation of Civil Societies for Risk Management 
Singhal Vijay, other, India, tbc   
Patil V.R., ISDR-MTEs-UNMDGs Implementation Center, India, Disaster Management Through 
River Linking in Jalgaon District   
Fadnavis Devendra, Maharashtra Legislative Assembly, India, Flood Management in Maharashtra 
State
Patil V.R., ISDR-MTEs-UNMDGs Implementation Center, India, Disaster Management for Agricul-
ture Farmers During Flood 

Wildfire Management

Kaeslin Toni, Fire Brigades of Nidwalden, Switzerland
Handmer John, RMIT University, Australia, Strategic Policy Choice in Wildfire Management: 
Matching the Policy with the Objective      
Prior Tim David, University of Tasmania, Australia, Preparing for Disaster: Climate Change and 
the Growing Threat of Bushfire in Australia     
Bessis Nik, University of Bedfordshire, United Kingdom, Towards a Grid Aware Forest Fire Evacua-
tion Warning System

Disaster Education and Communication: A Strategy from Prevention to Recovery 
Invited Session  

Papagiannis G., Imamura T., Tovmasyan K., Chaves-Chaparro J., United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), France
Papagiannis George, Division for Freedom of Expression, Democracy and Peace, Communication 
Sector, UNESCO, Paris, France
Ahmed Shabbir, Deputy Secretary (Admn), Ministry of Education, Islamabad, Pakistan
Rehmat Adnan, Director of Internews,Pakistan
Mirani Mushtaq, Mehran University of Engineering & Technology, Pakistan
Memon D. Yameen, Ph, Chief Executive of the Management & Development Center (MDC) and 
Professor Sindh Agriculture University, Tandojam, Pakistan
Prof. Xie, Research Center for Urban Public Safety, China Academy of Urban Planning and design, 
Beijing, China
Izadkhah Yasamin O., Assistant Professor, Risk Management Research Centre, International Insti-
tute of Earthquake Engineering and Seismology (IIEES), Iran

Disaster Preparedness - It Pays to be Ready Invited Session

Sakharov Vladimir,  OCHA, Switzerland
Bhattacharya Debapriya, Permanent Mission of Bangladesh, Switzerland, Disaster Preparedness 
- Coping with Recurring Natural Disasters:  Reflections on Good Practices and Lessons Learnt in 
Bangladesh 
Interiano Maria Luisa, World Vision International, Honduras, Disaster Preparedness: Building 
Preparedness Capacity for Community Emergency Response and Disaster Mitigation (CERDM)  
Colonel Rakotomalala Jean, Bureau National de Gestion des Risques et des Catastrophes, Mada-
gascar, Disaster Preparedness: Examples from Madagascar 

Experiences in Risk Perception and Behavior 

Masereka Costa, Rwenzori Women’s Initiative (RWICOD), Uganda
Sullivan Helen, Rider University, USA, Improving Signage for Evacuation Wayfinding and Shelter-
ing for Vulnerable Groups    
Kundak Seda, Istanbul Technical University, Turkey, A Perceptional Approach to Environmental 
Risk in Istanbul    
Eiser J. Richard, University of Sheffield, United Kingdom, Risk Perception and Learning from 
Experience 
Glatron Sandrine, National Center for the Scientific Research (CNRS), France, Relations Between 
Information, Risks Perception And Behaviours Of French Citizens   
Hakkinen Markku, University of Jyvaskyla, USA, Reducing the Risk of Warning Failure: A Cognitive 
Science Approach
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10:30-12:00
Sertig
Convenor
Speakers

10:30-15:30
Talstrasse Room 1

Convenor

12:00 - 12:15

12:15-13:45
Aspen 1
Convenor
Speakers

12:15-13:45
Pischa
Convenor
Speakers

Microfinance for Disaster and Risk Reduction I Invited Session

Chatterjee Arup, International Association for Insurance Supervisors
Regent Sabrina, International Labour Organization, Switzerland, Creating Enabling Regulatory 
and Policy Frameworks for Microinsurance Development    
Oxley Aaron, The Micro Insurance Agency Holdings, South Africa, Micro Crop Insurance and Pro-
tecting the Poor: Lessons from the Field    
Bhatt Mihir R., All India Disaster Mitigation Institute, India, Risk Transfer for Human Security 
Wilhelm Mario, University of Passau, Germany, Managing Urban Disaster Risks in the Context of 
Public Private Partnerships on Microinsurance   
Ayandev Saha, ICICI Prudential Life Insurance Company Limited, India, Microinsurance at Cross-
roads: Thinking Beyond the Horizon
 

Young Scientists in Contest - YSC Conference (Day 2) Associated Conference
A special conference on research in the Canton of Grisons. Embedded in the International Disaster 
and Risk Conference (IDRC 2008 Davos), “Young Scientists in Contest” demonstrates the range of 
high level research that is performed in the Canton of Grisons (Switzerland) and its surroundings, 
namely Lichtenstein.
Allgoewer Britta, Science City Davos/Wissensstadt Davos, Switzerland“Alive” Communication

SHORT BREAK

Systems for Building a Resilient Community Invited Session

Aditya Vijay Pratap Singh, Ekgaon Technologies, India
Aditya Vijay Pratap Singh, Ekgaon Technologies, India, Traditional Knowledge and “Alive” Com-
munication Systems for Building a Resilient Community   
Dixit Ajaya, Institute for Social and Environmental Transition (ISET-Nepal), Nepal, Adapting to 
Climate Change Induced Flood Impacts   
Aditya Trias, Gadjah Mada University (UGM), Indonesia, A GeoCollaboration Portal for a Local 
Geospatial Data Infrastructure for Improved Coordination & Group Work in Disaster Management 
Chakrabarti Leena, Community Enterprise Forum International, India, Adaptation Communica-
tion in Livelihoods Systems   
Moench Marcus, Institute for Social and Environmental Transition (ISET-USA), USA, Alive Commu-
nication Systems and Adaptation: Enabling Responsive Approaches to Risk Reduction and Cimate 
Change and Session Wrap Up Discussion   

Integral Risk Management at Local Level

Ricaford Roger, Oxfam Hong Kong, China
Dawe Andrew, Canadian International Development Agency, Canada, Livelihood Dynamics in the 
Disaster Cycle: Making Development Sustainable    
Gomez Francisca, COTESA, Spain, IRM in Ultraperipheric Regions of the European Union: The 
Challenge to Reach a Sustainable Development through the Design of Adequate Prevention and 
Mitigation Strategies: A Case study in Tenerife Island (Canary Islands, Spain)   
Islam Kazi Saiful, University of Dhaka, Bangladesh, Promotion of Disaster Coping Capacity for 
Sustainable Community Resilience: A Comprehensive Disaster Management Approach in Bangla-
desh
Batshalom Barbra, The Green Roundtable / NEXUS Institute, USA, A Multidisciplinary Approach to 
Sustainable Development in Communities At Risk
Rodkin Mikhail, Geophysical Centre RAS, Russia, An Approach to Monitoring of the Level of Sus-
tainable Development
Huggel Christian, University of Zurich, Switzerland, The SDC Climate Change Adaptation Program-
me in Peru: Disaster Risk Reduction within an Integrative Climate Change Context
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12:15-13:45
Dischma
Convenor
Speakers

12:15-13:45
Jakobshorn

Convenors
Speakers

12:15-13:45
Parsenn
Convenors

Speakers

12:15-13:45
Aspen 2
Convenor
Speakers

Risk Management Tools for Disaster Reduction 

Love Gavin John, WorleyParsons, USA
Ogra Vivek, VBSOFT India Limited, India, An ICT-Based Tool for Risk Management for Sustainable 
Livelihood for Farmers in India    
Balin Ioan, EnviroScopY SA, Switzerland, Hydrological Risk Management Based on High Resolu-
tion Numerical Terrain Model from Airborne LIDAR Technique: REELD2007 Project Application  
Kingma Nanette, International Institute for Geo-information Science and Earth Observation 
(ITC), The Netherlands, RiskCity: A GIS-Based Training Package for Multi-Hazard Risk Assessment 
Saith Neena, Risk Management Solutions, England, Understanding and Managing Exposure at 
Risk to Natural Catastrophes: From Cat Modeling to Disaster Response  
Okada Norio, Kyoto University, Japan, Case Station-Field Campus (CASiFiCA) : Globally-Net-
worked, Field-Based Research and Education Challenges for Disaster Reduction

Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) Role in the Integral Risk Man-
agement: Part 1 Invited Session

Grasso Veronica & Rum Giovanni, Group on Earth Observations (GEO), Switzerland
Rum Giovanni, Group on Earth Observations (GEO), Switzerland, The Global Earth Observing 
System of Systems (GEOSS) Role in Disasters’ Management     
Modaressi Hormoz, BRGM, France, Disaster Management Approach for Geo-Hazards 
Golnaraghi Maryam, World Meteorological Organization (WMO), Switzerland, Role of the World 
Meteorological Organization and National Meteorological and Hydrological Services in Earth 
Observation and Disaster Risk Management     
Delgado Francisco, Water Center for the Humid Tropics of the Caribbean and Latin America, 
Panama, SERVIR in Action: Supporting Disaster Management in Central America and the Carib-
bean 
Kajii Makoto, Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA), Japan, Sentinel Asia Contributing to 
Disaster Management Support in the Asia-Pacific Region    
Backhaus Robert, United Nations Platform for Space-Based Information for Disaster Manage-
ment and Emergency Response, Germany, Supporting Risk and Disaster Management from 
Space: The United Nations Platform for Space-Based Information for Disaster Management and 
Emergency Response (UN-SPIDER)

Challenges and Approaches of Risk Reduction in Agriculture 

Cochard Roland, Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETHZ), Switzerland
Poll Myriam, IDRC, Switzerland
Hammer Jürg, World Institute for Disaster Risk Management DRM, Switzerland, Drought Suscep-
tibility and Monitoring
Haq Rezaul A.H.M, Wetland Resource Development Society, Bangladesh, Sustainable Livelihood 
through Soilless Agriculture: A Case Of Adapting To Climate Change and Waterlogging Crisis
Odozi John Chiwuzulum, University of Ibadan, Nigeria, Inducing the Adoption of Good Agricul-
tural Practices: Lessons from British America Tobacco Nigeria, Small Farmer Interaction in Oyo 
State, South-west Nigeria
Panhwar Farzana, M.H.Panhwar Trust, Pakistan, Mealy Bug Attacks on Pakistan Agriculture 

Regional Examples of Insurance in Risk Management 

tba
Nussbaum Roland, Mission Risques Naturels, France, PPPs for the Financing of Natural Catastro-
phe Damages in Europe: To Which Extent can Market Instruments and Solidarity Tools Comple-
ment?  
Simmons David Charles, Benfield, United Kingdom, Caribbean Catratrophe Risk Insurance Fund: 
A Template for Public/Private Partnership   
Haller Matthias, Stiftung Risiko-Dialog, Switzerland, Natural Hazard Communication and the 
Role of the Insurance Industry 
Lasut Anna, International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA), Austria, Costs and Bene-
fits of Insurance against Flood Case Study of Wisloka River Basin in Poland  
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Catastrophe Risk Financing and Insurance Options Invited Session 

Mahul Olivier, The World Bank, USA
Mahul Olivier, The World Bank, USA, Rationale for Public Intervention in Catastrophe Insurance 
Markets in Developing Countries  
Vickers James, Willis Re, United Kingdom, Optimizing Private-Public Partnerships in the Imple-
mentation of National Catastrophe Schemes from a Reinsurance Broker’s Perspective  
Schnarwiler Reto, Swiss Re, Switzerland, The Reinsurer’s Perspective on Catastrophe Risk Financ-
ing in Developing Countries  
Miller Stuart, AIR Worldwide, USA, Modeling Sovereign Catastrophe Risk

Organizing Meeting of the Interim Organizing Committee of the SDR Thematic Plat-
form on Knowledge and Education Meeting
Meeting of the ISDR Thematic Platform on Knowledge and Education
ISDR and UNESCO

Achieving Effective Last-Mile Early Warning: Opportunities for Community-based 
Approaches Invited Session

Anderson Peter, Simon Fraser University, Canada
Samarajiva Rohan, LIRNEasia, Sri Lanka, Achieving Effective Last-Mile Early Warning: Opportuni-
ties for Community-Based Approaches - HazInfo Project Overview
Anderson Peter, Simon Fraser University, Canada, Evaluating the Reliability and Effectiveness of 
Last Mile Warning Systems: The HazInfo Experience
Udu-gama Natasha Marie, LIRNEasia, Sri Lanka, Implementing ICTs in Last-Mile Hazard Informa-
tion Dissemination Systems through Innovative Public-Private Partnerships
Rangarajan Srinivasan, WorldSpace Inc, USA, The Role of Local Partnerships in the Evolution of 
End-to-End Solutions for Delivery of Emergency Alerts to Under-Developed Regions

Beyond Resilience: Intelligent Critical Infrastructure Systems Invited Session

Gheorghe Adrian, Old Dominion University, USA 
Gal Stelian Alexandru, Romanian Power Grid Company, Romania, Dealing with Interoperability 
in Crisis Management; an European Challenge fro Power Grids
Gheorghe Adrian, Old Dominion University, USA, Managing Hampton Roads Vulnerabilities due 
to Interdependent Critical Infrastructures
Gheorghe  Adrian, Old Dominion University, USA, Critical Infrastructure Protection in Urban Areas; 
Risk and Vulnerability Assessment by Use of Cellular Automata Modeling
Helm Patrick, Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, New Zealand, Critical Infrastructure 
Protection; A Perspective from New Zealand
Krimgold Fred, Virginia Tech, USA, Regional Resilience Assessment Critical Infrastructures and 
Critical Facilities 

Meeting UNEP Closed Meeting

Dolcemascolo Glenn, United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), Switzerland
tba

SHORT BREAK

Comprehensive Disaster Risk Management Policies for Developing Countries Invited 
Session

Bhole Anand Govind, Institute For Sustainable Development And Research India (ISDR), India
Bhole Anand Govind, Institute For Sustainable Development And Research India (ISDR), India, 
Comprehensive Disaster Risk Management Policies for Developing Countries   
Parwate Arun, AVC College of Engineering, India, Natural Disaster Management and Climate 
Changes 
Chaudhari Lalit, Institute for Sustainable Development and Research India (ISDR), India, Social 
and Environmental Vulnerability: Participation of Civil Societies for Risk Management  
Yavalkar S.P., Institute for Sustainable Development and Research India (ISDR), India, Natural 
Disasters in Urban Region and Mitigation of Impacts

12:15-13:45
Plenary Hall
Convenor
Speakers

12.15-13.45
Room 41A+41B

Organizer

12:15-13:45
Sanada 1

Convenor
Speakers

12:15-13:45
Sanada 2
Convenor
Speakers

12:15-13:45
Talstrasse Room 2
Convenor
Speakers

13:45 - 14:00

14:00-15:30
Aspen 1

Convenor
Speakers
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The Role of Education and Capacity Building in Risk Management 

Faber Michael H., Institut für Baustatik und Konstruktion IBK, Switzerland
Verma Colonel Nagar M., Saritsa Foundation (Saritsa Charity Trust), India
Djalali Ahmadreza, Natural Disaster Research IInstitute, Iran, Role of Education in Enhancing 
Knowledge and Practice of Related Authorities in the Field of Disaster Management 
Willemann Raymond J., IRIS Consortium, USA, Integrated Research and Capacity Building in 
Geophysics 
Naya Yoshie, NPO JEARN, Japan, Roles of Education for Disaster Reduction and Sustainable Devel-
opment: On-line Collaborative Disaster Reduction Education, Natural Disaster Youth Summit 
Gangwar Rashmi, Centre for Environment Education (CEE), India, Towards Building Disaster 
Resilient Community in Indian Himalayan Region through Non-Formal Education and Awareness 
Allia Khedidja, University of Bab Ezzouar (USTHB), Algeria, Engineering Education and Ethics in 
Risk Management 

National DRR Platforms and DRR Advocacy Workshop
Purpose: To contribute to discussion among international stakeholders in DRR.

Ocharan Jacobo, DRR Manager, OI leadership as EMN DRR subgroup lead, Chair for the Special 
Session. Oxfam America, Boston office
Samy Peou, Secretary General, National Center for Disaster Management (NCDM), Cambodia
Romano Luis, Coordinator, Regional Risk Management Initiative, Humboldt Center, Central 
America
Weerasinghe Buddhadasa (Buddhi), Consultant for Disaster Free Asia regional conference, Sri 
Lanka

Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) Role in the Integral Risk Man-
agement: Part 2 Invited Session

Grasso Veronica & Rum Giovanni, Group on Earth Observations (GEO), Switzerland 
De Salvo Paola, International Telecommunication Union (ITU), Switzerland, Remote Sensing and 
GIS and General Use of ICTs for Disaster Reduction   
Ebener Steeve, World Health Organization (WHO), Switzerland, Moving Towards Health Risk Re-
duction Related to Disasters with GIS Risk Mapping 

Financial Strategies and Methods for Disaster Risk Mitigation 

Loster Thomas, Munich Re Foundation, Germany
Carreno Martha Liliana, ERN Latin America, Colombia, Disaster Risk Since a Macroeconomic Per-
spective: A Metric for Fiscal Vulnerability Evaluation   
Rumpel Rainer, Berlin School of Economics, Germany, Methods for Analyzing the Economy of 
Security Investments     
Martinez Trigueros Lorenza, Ministry of Finance and Public Credit, Mexico, Mexico’s Financial 
Strategy for the Management of Catastrophic Risk: Achievements and Challenges Ahead 

Community-Based Disaster Management 

Jeggle Terry, United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN-ISDR), Switzerland
Otto-Zimmermann Konrad, ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability, Canada
Aryal Komal Raj, Northumbria University, United Kingdom, Risk and Resilience Communities in 
Nepal as a Community Based Approach to Disaster Reduction: Dhankuta Experience  
Yang Yungnane, National Cheng Kung University, Taiwan, Strategies of Forming the Community 
Disaster Rescuing Group      
Buchecker Matthias Nikolaus, Swiss Federal Institute WSL, Switzerland, Risk Discourses in Moun-
tain Community and their Implications for IRM      
Sanduvac Zeynep M., Istanbul Governorship, Turkey, A Road Map: Integration of the Community 
Disaster Volunteers with the Provincial Disaster Management System    
Kienberger Stefan, Salzburg University, Austria, Spatial Modelling of Vulnerability in Central 
Mozambique Integration of Expert and Community Based Perceptions

14:00-15:30
Aspen 2
Convenors

Speakers

14:00-17:00
Dischma

Convenor

Speakers

14:00-15:30
Jakobshorn

Convenors
Speakers

14:00-15:30
Parsenn
Convenor
Speakers

14:00-15:30
Pischa
Convenors

Speakers
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The Role of Media and Communication in Disaster Preparedness and Risk Avoidance 

Hakkinen Markku, University of Jyvaskyla, USA
Traber-Watters Maja, Federal Crisis Management, Switzerland
Johansson Magnus, Swedish Centre for Learning from Incidents & Accidents (NCO), Sweden, Building 
Memory of Lessons Learning from Natural Hazards into Systems: A Swedish Approach 
Bharti Ashok, Inmarsat Global Limited, India, Satellite Communication and Disaster Management: 
Recent Trends      
Zemp Helena, University of Zurich, Switzerland, Changing Media Structures and the Role of Media in 
Reporting Risks and Impact from Natural Hazards    
Dedeoglu Necati, Akdeniz University, Turkey, Role of the Turkish News Media in Disaster Preparedness 
Chatterjee Amrita, SAFE (Indian Chapter), India, Communicating the Risk of Climate Change: A Partici-
patory Community Approach for Risk Avoidance

Central Asia - Disaster Risk Reduction - Climate Change Adaptation  Examples from Ta-
jikistan and Kyrgyzstan Invited Session

Anderegg Matthias, SDC Tajikistan, Tajikistan
Reigber Christof, Central Asia Institute of Applied Geo-Science (CAIAG), Kyrgyzstan, Glacial Lakes and 
Outburst Floods in the Tien-Shan and Pamir Region: Ways of Monitoring and Planning of Coordinated 
Approach       
Ajani Malik, FOCUS Humanitarian Assistance, Tajikistan, Remote Hazard Control and Practical Projects 
for Early Warning and Mitigation      
Mirbaeva Zoulfia, Geophysical Survey of the Republic of Tajikistan, Tajikistan, Installation of a Seismic 
Monitoring Network in Tajikistan
Sharifov Khusrav, UNDP Tajikistan, Tajikistan, Rapid Emergency Assessment Coordination Team (REACT) 
and the National Disaster Management Strategy in Tajikistan
Shomahmadov Alisho, Committee of Emergency Situations, Tajikistan, Rapid Emergency Assessment 
Coordination Team (REACT) and the National Disaster Management Strategy in Tajikistan
Rahimov Sulton, International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea (IFAS), Tajikistan, Problems and Tasks on 
Mitigation of Climate Change: Impacts and Consequences in the Aral Sea Basin 
 

Systems-of-Systems: Interdependencies and Governance Invited Session

Masera Marcelo, European Commission - Joint Research Center, Italy  
Gheorghe Adrian, Old Dominion University, USA, Managing Hampton Roads Vulnerabilities due to 
Interdependent Critical Infrastructures  
Muresan Liviu, Eurisc Foundation, Romania, Critical Infrastructure Protection in Urban Areas: Risk and 
Vulnerability Assessment by Use of Cellular Automata Modeling  
Krimgold Fred, Virginia Tech, USA, Regional Resilience Assessment: Critical Infrastructures and Critical 
Facilities  
Masera Marcelo, European Commission - Joint Research Center, Italy, Intradependencies in the ICT 
Sector 

Microfinance for Disaster and Risk Reduction II Invited Session

Holtz Jeanna, International Labour Organisation (ILO), Switzerland 
Loster Thomas, MunichRE Foundation, Germany, Different Risks, Different Scales - What is Climate Risk 
Insurance
Chatterjee Arup, International Association for Insurance Supervisors, Switzerland, Creating Enabling 
Regulatory and Policy Frameworks for Microinsurance Development  
Raymond Risler, Zurich Financial, Switzerland, Microinsurance Market Development, Zurich Financial, 
Switzerland, Non-Credit-Linked Microinsurance in Bolivia    
Hechler Nannette, Credit Suisse, Switzerland, Microfinance: A Way to Link TOP with BOP 
Prashad Pranav, ICICI Lombard General Insurance Co. Ltd, India, Microinsurance: Catalyzing Financial 
Inclusion by Thinking Beyond the Horizon 

14:00-15:30
Plenary Hall
Convenors

Speakers

14:00-15:30
Sanada 1

Convenor
Speakers

14:00-15:30
Sanada 2
Convenor
Speakers

14:00-15:30
Sertig
Convenor
Speakers
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Post-Disaster Reconstruction and Recovery 

Hettiarachchi Samantha, University Of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka
Levinton Carlos Hugo, University Buenos Aires Architecture, Argentina
Mangkusubroto Kuntoro, Government of Indonesia, Indonesia, Managing Post-Disaster Recon-
struction in the Post-Conflict Region of Aceh, Indonesia     
Al-Hussaini Tahmeed Malik, Bangladesh University of Engineering & Technology (BUET), Bangla-
desh, Post-Disaster Management Issues Related to Building Collapse in Bangladesh 
Hettiarachchi Induni Hasanthika, LAN Management Development Service, Sri Lanka, Lessons 
Learned During Tsunami Reconstructions: Sri Lankan Experiences   
Ikaputra, Gadjah Mada University, Indonesia, CORE HOUSE: An Extensive Life Support Post Disas-
ter, Case Study of Yogyakarta Post-Earthquake 2006
Akram Gen Sajjad, Earthquake Reconstruction and Rehabilitation Authority (ERRA), Turning 
Adversity into an Opportunity in Build Back Better
Derakhshan Sahar, Tehran University, Iran, Evaluating People’s Participation in Post-Earthquake 
Reconstruction and Its Results in Iran

COFFEE BREAK

 Plenary Session 8: Integral Risk Management – How to Proceed?
A collaborative global risk reduction management process becomes increasingly important as the 
risk landscape gains in complexity. Emergency management still dominates - How to shift from 
intervention to prevention thus contributing to sustainable development? What are the prerequi-
sites for an integrated approach in disaster risk reduction?
Ferrari Marco, Senior Advisor and Boardmember of the Global Risk Forum GRF Davos, Switzerland
Betancourt Labastida José Ernesto, Cuban Civil Protection Services, Havanna, Cuba
Goetz Andreas, Assistant Director General, Swiss Federal Office for the Environment, Berne, 
Switzerland
Kleinberg Judith, Vice President, COO and General Counsel InSTEDD, Innovative Support to Emer-
gencies, Diseases & Disasters, Palo Alto, CA, USA 
Rohrer Gerda, IBM
Schenkel Roland, Director General, European Commission Research Centre, Brussels, Belgium 
Shah Haresh C., Prof. Stanford University, Founder and Senior Advisor Risk Management Solu-
tions, Inc. RMS, Newark, CA, USA

Wrap-up 4th Day: Concluding Remarks

Ferrari Marco, Senior Advisor and Boardmember of the Global Risk Forum GRF Davos, Switzerland

End Session: A Novel Approach to Risk Governance for Disaster Management: Pub-
lic-Private Cooperation

Renn Ortwin, Professor and Chair of Environmental Sociology and Director of the Interdiscipli-
nary Research Unit for Risk Governance and Sustainable Technology Development (ZIRN), Univer-
sity of Stuttgart, Stuttgart, Germany

Award Ceremony

Ammann Walter J., Chairman IDRC Davos 2008
An IDRC Award will be given out for best photography and for best poster. The Young Scientists in 
Contest Conference will give out an award for best presentation and for best poster.

Reception and Conference Dinner
Hosted by the City of Davos, represented by Andrea Meisser, Deputy Mayor of Davos
Accompanied by: TS5 Dance and Party Band, Zurich 

Ammann Walter J., Chairman IDRC Davos 2008
Dell’Ambrogio Mauro, Swiss Federal State Secretary for Science and Education, Berne, Switzer-
land

14:00-15:30
Strela/Rinerhorn
Convenors

Speakers

15:30 - 16:00

16:00-17:30
Plenary Hall

Convenor
Panellists

17:30-17:45
Plenary Hall
Speaker

17:45-18:30
Plenary Hall

Guest Speaker

18:35-19:15
Foyer A1
Convenor

20:15-open
Plenary Hall

Convenor
Guest Speaker
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WENCHUAN EARTHQUAKE IN CHINA 

On May 12, 2008, a devastating earthquake with a 7.9 magnitude hit the the Sichuan province in the 
southwestern part of China, in particular the Wenchuan region, resulting in a huge number of deaths 
and injuries, damages to houses, buildings and infrastructure, also causing huge land-slides that blo-
cked a substantial number of rivers.

IDRC Davos 2008 has decided to dedicate the Friday plenary session to the Wenchuan earthquake and 
to organize a special seminar on related issues throughout the whole day. The sessions will focus on 
the seismo-tectonics of the event, the death toll and injuries, the damage pattern to different types of 
structures and infrastructures, land-slides, rescue and response mechanisms, recovery and reconstruc-
tion, policy and strategy adaptations, media and communication, victims’ psychology, public health, 
etc. 

 Plenary Session 9: Chinese First-Hand Overview and Insights – The Wenchuan Earth-
quake 

Wang Shaoyu, Prof.,Harbin Institute of Technology (HIT), Harbin, China
Chinese Expert Delegation (tbc):
Yi Huang, Deputy-Director, Chinese State Administration of Coal Mine Safety, Beijing, Emergency Res-
cue and the Setting-up of a Large Professional Rescue Force for the Future
Liu Ning, Chief Engineer, Chinese Ministry for Water Resources, Beijing, EarthquakeTriggered Land-
slides, Blocked Lakes, River Reconstitution and Water Conservancy
Shi Peijun, Vice-president and Professor Beijing Normal University, Beijing, The Wenchuan earth-
quake: Losses and Damage Assessment
Wang Shaoyu, Professor Harbin Institute of Technology HIT, Harbin, Assessment of the Chinese Media 
Reporting about the Wenchuan Earthquake
Wang Zhenyao, Director, Chief, Chinese Department for Relief Work, Ministry for Civil Affairs, Beijing, 
Consideration and suggestions for the Post-Disaster Recovery Process

Closing Ceremony

Ammann Walter J., Chairman IDRC Davos 2008
100 Ideas for Action  - How to Proceed?
Outlook for Future GRF Davos activities (Conferences, Risk Academy, etc.)
Concluding Remarks 
Closing of the Conference

WENCHUAN EARTHQUAKE IN CHINA - SPECIAL SEMINAR

Lessons Learned I: Development and Implementation of Seismic Building Code
Recent natural disasters worldwide have been marked by losses and suffering among educational es-
tablishments and schools. The Sichuan Province suffered enormous loss of life in collapsed schools, 
which could have been significantly reduced or prevented if those structures were designed to conform 
to the state-of-the-art building codes, or retrofitted properly to withstand the massive earthquake. 
This tragedy happened directly after the World Disaster Reduction Campaign for 2006-2007, which was 
carried out under the theme “Disaster Risk Reduction Begins at School”.
Imamura T. (UNESCO)
Ming Lu, Institute of Geodynamics, Characteristics of Earthquake Disaster of Mobile Communication 
System and its Building in Dujiangyan City caused by Wenchuan Earthquake
Wang Zhenming, Kentucky Geological Survey, Hazard Map, Seismic Design Map, Building Code Devel-
opment, Building Adaptation and Enforcement
Alessandro Martelli, Section on Prevention and Mitigation of Natural Risks (PROTPREV), ENEA, Preven-
tion and Mitigation of Seismic Risk of Strategic, Public and Residential Constructions, Cultural Heritage 
and Industrial Plants and Components by means of Seismic Isolation and Energy Dissipation in Italy 
and Worldwide
Di Sarno Luigi, University of Naples, Safety of Critical facilities in Seismically Active Regions
Georgescu Emil-Sever, National Institute for Building Research Bucharest (INCERC), Post-Earthquake 
Damage Investigation and Safety Assessment of Buildings in Romania in Comparison with Euro-Medi-
terranean and Worldwide Approaches
He Yongnian,China Earthquake Administration, Characteristics of Earthquake Disaster of Mobile Com-
munication System and its Building in Dujiangyan City caused by Wenchuan Earthquake

SHORT BREAK (15 MIN.)

 FRIDAY 29TH AUGUST 2008

08:30 - 10:00
Plenary Hall

Convenor
Speakers

10:30 – 12:00
Plenary Hall
Convenor

12:30 - 14:00
Plenary Hall

Convenors

Speakers
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Session 2:  Lessons Learned II - Different Perspectives

Dong Weimin, Chief Risk Officer and Co-Founder RMS, What Could We Learn From Wenchuan 
Earthquake?
Zhang Xiulan,  Beijing Normal University, BNU, Beijing, Social Participation, Community Engage-
ment, NGO Involvement in the Earthquake
Sun Cheng, Harbin Institute of Technology HIT, Harbin, Elementary And Middle Schools Building 
Safety from an Earthquake Damage Perspective
Zhang Qiang, Beijing Normal University BNU, Beijing, Cooperation and Conflict between the Cen-
tral and Local Governments in China
Yang Yongnian, National Cheng Kung University, Teipei (bitte Spelling prüfen) Taiwan, title tbd 
Wang Hongwei, People University of China, Beijing, Business Participation in Wenchuan Earth-
quake Disaster Relief

SHORT BREAK (15 MIN.)

Session 3: Lessons Learned III - How to Proceed

Sun Cheng, Harbin Institute of Technology HIT, Harbin, China
Dong Weimin, Chief Risk Officer and Co-Founder RMS, What Could We Learn From Wenchuan 
Earthquake?
Hays Walter W., George Mason University, Fairfax, VA, USA, The Challenge of the Sischuan/Wen-
chuan Earthquake Disaster: To Staple, or not to Staple 
Giardini Domenico, Director, CCES - Competence Center, Environment and Sustainability of the 
ETH Domain, ETH, Zurich, Switzerland & Chair of Seismology and Geodynamics and Director, 
Swiss Seismological Service ETH, Zurich, Switzerland, GEM: Global Earthquake Model: An initia-
tive, which contributes to a safer future

SHORT BREAK (15 MIN.)

Plenary Round Table Discussion

Ammann Walter J., Chairman IDRC Davos 2008, Davos
Domenico Giardini, Director, CCES - Competence Center, Environment and Sustainability of the 
ETH Domain, ETH, Zurich, Switzerland & Chair of Seismology and Geodynamics and Director, 
Swiss Seismological Service ETH, Zurich, Switzerland
Haresh C. Shah, Prof. Stanford University, Founder and Senior Advisor Risk Management Soluti-
ons, Inc. RMS, Newark, CA, USA
Sun Cheng, Professor, HIT, Harbin, China
Zhang Xiulan, Professor, Beijing Normal University, China
Yang Yongnian, National Cheng Kung University of Taiwan

POST CONFERENCE EVENTS (FRIDAY 29TH AUGUST)

The Human Factor in Risk Perception and Communication: A Cognitive Science Per-
spective (Day 1) Post Conference Course
The perspective of this short course is that of the behavioral and cognitive sciences and will 
examine how human perception, learning, cognition, and cultural differences can affect risk per-
ception and communication. The course is designed for researchers, students and practitioners 
interested in better understanding the human factor in disaster risk communication.

Helen Sullivan, Rider University, USA

Exploring Innovative and Sustainable Approaches to Improve Community Resilience 
in Disaster Prevention and Response (Day 1) Special Symposium
This special symposium will focus on examining the dynamics of how communities develop net-
works of public and private actors across all sectors of society to respond and to recover from 

catastrophic events, whether natural or the product of human action.

Stephenson Max, Prof., Director, The Institute for Policy and Governance (IPG) at Virginia Tech 
University, USA
Martin James R., Prof., Director, The World Disaster Risk Management Institute at Virginia Tech 
University, USA

14:15 - 15:45
Plenary Hall
Convenor

Speakers

16:00 - 17:00
Plenary Hall
Convenor
Speakers

17:15 - 18:15
Plenary Hall
Convenor
Speakers

13:00 - 18:00
Talstrasse Room 2

Convenor

13:00 - 18:00
Sertig

Convenors
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Saturday 30th August 

POST CONFERENCE EVENTS

The Human Factor in Risk Perception and Communication: A Cognitive Science Perspective 
(Day 2) Post Conference Course
The perspective of this short course is that of the behavioral and cognitive sciences and will examine 
how human perception, learning, cognition, and cultural differences can affect risk perception and 
communication. The course is designed for researchers, students and practitioners interested in better 
understanding the human factor in disaster risk communication.

Helen Sullivan, Rider University, USA

Exploring Innovative and Sustainable Approaches to Improve Community Resilience in 
Disaster Prevention and Response (Day 2) Special Symposium
This special symposium will focus on examining the dynamics of how communities develop networks of 
public and private actors across all sectors of society to respond and to recover from catastrophic events, 

whether natural or the product of human action.

Stephenson Max, Prof., Director, The Institute for Policy and Governance (IPG) at Virginia Tech University, 
USA
Martin James R., Prof., Director, The World Disaster Risk Management Institute at Virginia Tech Univer-
sity, USA

 SATURDAY 30TH AUGUST 2008

09:00- 13:00
Talstrasse Room 2

Convenor

09:00 - 16:00
Sertig

Convenors
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MONDAY, AUGUST 25, 2008
The Regional Effects of Climate Change
Recent Catastrophic Debris Flow on the Venezuelan Mountains: A Product of Climate Change or an In-
crease in Vulnerability?
Global Warming and Climate Change: Challenges for Bangladesh
Modelling Mortality Risks Due to Heat Stress in Central Europe and East Asia
GIS Modelling of Deforestation around the Winam Gulf of Lake Victoria, Kenya   
Rain Induced Rapid Long-Traveling Flow Phenomenon: An Experience from Puwakgahawela, Sri Lanka 
   
Projected Future Changes of Extreme Climate Events over China

Drinking Water Difficulties and Solutions
Adaptation to Climate Change for Improving Health Care: Towards an Alternative Option for Drinking 
Water to Combat Waterborne Diseases in Bangladesh
GIS-Based Determination of Groundwater Flow Patterns and Groundwater Quality Analysis in Maputo 
City: A Key to Identify Waterborne Disease Prone Areas
Biological and Sanitary Risks in Two Rural Aqueducts at Vargas State, Venezuela
Human Health Hazards Management in the Gangetic Delta, India 

Assessing Climate Change
Climate Change Crisis Without Reduction of Carbon Dioxide
Climate Change and Forest and Wildland Fires
Ecological Risk Assessment of Sea Level Rise to the Sundary in Sundarbans Ecosystem 
Regional Combined Climatic-Hydrological Modelling of Extremes: The RECLIMEX Project Concept 
Effect of Global Warming on Sand Liquefaction during Earthquakes

Human Contributions to Disaster
Policy Strategies When Individual Risk Taking Causes External Effects: An Empirical Examination of Data 
from Austrian Ski Resorts 
Climate Change and Artificial Modification of Living Organisms 
Risk Assessment of Intercity Bus Travel 
The Impact of Urban and Peri-Urban Mining on Communities in Africa: A Case Study of Nairobi and Its 
Environs in Kenya
Real-Time Forecasting of Ambient Carbon Monoxide Concentration Due to Vehicular Exhaust Emissions 
for an Urban Road Intersection

Pollution
The Changes of Ecological Properties of Oil Polluted Soddy-Podzolic Soil in a Long-Lasting Field Experi-
ment
The Humus State of Oil Polluted Soddy-Podzolic Soil in a Long-Lasting Field Experiment 
Phosphoric Fire (Oghydiv, Ukraine): Preliminary Evaluation of Influence on the Environment 
Effects of Climate Change and Air Pollution on Forest Ecosystem: A Theoretical Framework 
River Water Quality Modeling with Specific Reference to Stream-Aquifer Interaction in Delhi Stretch of 
River Yamuna, India 
Decrease the Risks on Zasyadko Coal Mine in Donetsk (Ukraine) 
Chemical Composition of Atmospheric Precipitation as an Indicator of Local Impact on Global Air Quality 
Change 
Can We Assess the Contribution of Pollutants from Forest Fires Using Biomonitors? 
Pay Attention to Rural Non-Point Source Pollution, Guarantee the Safety of Drinking Water Quality of 
the Countryside in China 

Sustainable Development
Creating and Implementing Sustainable Development and Green Building Policies in Local Govern-
ments
Geospatial Analysis for Resource Utilization Pattern in Balkhila Sub-Watershed of Himalaya: A Precursor 
to Sustainable Development Indicators 
Mitigating the Effects of Global Warming through Planting Trees
Climatic Change and Ecological Hazards in Southeastern Nigeria: Implications and Containment Mea-
sures 
Carbon Capture and Storage Technology:  Public Attitudes and Awareness about CCS Technology and 
Climate Change Mitigation

Adaptive Strategies for Climate Change
Nigeria: Climate Change and the Need to Check the Looming Disaster
Environmental Management in Arid Regions: A Case Study of Iran 
A Roadmap to Assess the Economic Cost of Climate Change with an Application to Hurricanes in the 
United States
Windy NIMBY?: Why Do People Really Object to Local Wind Turbine Construction? 
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Methane Splitting
Sustainable Communities and Risk Management

Healthcare Facility Response to Disaster
The Evaluation Model of Vulnerability of Medicinal Centers:  2007-Doctor Shahid Moayeri Hospital Case 
Study 
The 2005 Kashmir Earthquake: Ankara 112 Emergency Health Team Experiences 
Crisis Management in Hospitals Affiliated with Esfahan University of Medical Sciences and Health Ser-
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Disaster Loss Assessment
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Cyclone Risk Assessment: Bangladesh Perspective

TUESDAY, AUGUST 26, 2008
Disaster’s Effects on Agriculture
Shifts in Crop Portfolio Choice as a Response to Weather Change: The Case of Multicropping Farms in 
Ethiopia
Climate Change and Vulnerability: Bangladesh Perspective 

Natural Disasters such as Drought, Excess Precipitation and Plant Nutrition Interrelations on Crop Yield
Water Options: A New Mechanism for Drought Risk Management 
Vulnerability of Water and Ground Resources of Uzbekistan
Comparison of Drought Resilience of Different Agricultural Types in China
The Features of Meteorological Disasters in China and Its Emergency Management System  
Rice Risk Classification Study Based on Event Tree Analysis 

Vulnerability Assessment for Effective Disaster Management
Hazard-Vulnerability Changes and Disaster Losses of Typhoon Disaster of China (1950-2006) 
Risk Assessment of Historical Hazards in Ancient China 
Using Likelihood Radio Model to Evaluate Rainfall-Induced Landslide Hazard and Its Probabilistic 
Forecast in Hunan Province of China 
Development of Fuzzy-Logic Model for Prediction of the Avalanche-Dangerous Situations Risks
Evaluation and Mapping of Susceptibility to Natural Hazards and Risks of Natural Disasters in Some Aiyl 
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The Diagnosed Seismic Vulnerability in Venezuela
Vulnerability Assessment of Railway Bridges Regarding Their Importance in Crisis Management for 
Transportation Networks

Preventive Measures
Complex Geophysical Monitoring of Natural Disasters: Use of Fuzzy Pattern Recognition Algorithms in 
Natural Hazards Risk Mitigation
Tools for Flood Prevention and Disaster Management
A Case-Study on Avalanche Disaster Mitigation in Turkey
Communication, a Means of Reducing Social Vulnerability: Case of Montalban - La Ceibita Watersheds, 
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Hybrid of GA and Minimum Moment Method in Resource Leveling Problem  
Research on the Strategies of Analyzing and Eliminating the Potential Risks of Factors (Elements) in 
Industrial Design
Long Lead Climate Forecast Application to Benefit Society: Experiences of 2007 Bangladesh Floods 

Disaster-Resilient Architecture

Measures for Vulnerability Mitigation at Ground Motion in Uzbekistan 
Ensuring Building Control Implementation to Achieve Safer Urban Areas: Housing Earthquake Safety 
Initiative (HESI) of UNCRD 
Suspension Aseismic Construction with Elastic Tie-Rods
Psycho-Social Impact Evaluation of Structural School Retrofitting 
Developing the UHS and Iranian Seismic Code Design Spectrum for one Residential Building in New 
Region in Tehran 
Retrofitting of Masonry Structures with Steel Plates

Post-Disaster Reconstruction and Revitalization
Refugees’ Livelihood Strategies in the Intermittent Congo-Brazzaville Crises 
Revitalization of a Small Village after 2004 Niigata Chuetsu Earthquake: Deep Fieldwork with the Frame-
work of CASiFiCA 
Disaster Risk Management in Cameroon Two Decades after the Tragic Lake Nyos Gas Disaster: The Need 
for a Paradigm Shift 
The Assessment of Psychological Vulnerability Patterns toward Risk
Evaluating People’s Participation in Post-Earthquake Reconstruction and Its Results in Iran 
Popocatépetl Volcanic Risk Exposure, Feelings of Insecurity, Stress and Coping Strategies in Mexico 
Assessment of Post-Earthquake Reconstruction as a Tool for Local Development  
An Improved Research Method of Regional Resilience of Disasters Model 
System Architecture for Supporting Recall and Representation of Reminiscence 
Analysis of Factors That Affect USAR Team Capability

Disaster Response
The Impact of Negative Ethnicity in Africa: A Case Study of Post-Elections Ethnic Violence in Kenya
Recovering from Disasters, Building Resilience: Case Study of Bhuj Earthquake 2001  
Examination of the Economic Effect of Disasters on Reconstruction Resources and the Implications for 
the Choice of Financial Instruments for Disaster Risk Management 
Tsunami Risk Assessment for Port City of Galle, Sri Lanka
Measures to Improve the Factors Affecting Ham Radio in India for Effective Post-Disaster Communica-
tion
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Flood Risk Assessment
Tabasco’s Flooding: A Preliminary Analysis by Applying the SDMS Model 
Coastal Area Planning for Disaster Management: A Case of Gujarat Coastal Region
Integrated Flood Management in the Context of Climate Change (Case Study Vietnam): Evaluating the 
Effects of Integrated Flood Management (APFM) in a Climate Change Scenario
Flood Risk Assessment and Risk Mapping: A Case Study of Ratnapura Town in Sri Lanka 
Disaster Management in Tajikistan
Increase of the Groundwater at El oued (Algerian South): A Threat on a Unique Architectural, Urban and 
Landscape Heritage 
Integrated Development of River Network System: A Key to Revitalization of Urban Ecology in Kath-
mandu Valley, Nepal
Reservoir De-Siltation and Rapid Mud Deposition in River and Estuary: Risks to Ecosystem Health and 
Human Uses 
Use of Hydro-Meteorological Information in Reducing and Mitigating Natural Disasters: Pakistan Per-
spective
High Resolution Numerical Terrain Model for the Romanian Danube Plain as a Basic Tool for Major Flood 
Risk Assessment

Health Risks Posed by Disaster
Health Impacts of an Environmental Disaster: A Polemic 
Impact Assessment of Solid-Waste Disposal on Public Health in Ibadan, Nigeria 
Urban Solid Wastes as a Major Public Health Disaster in Nigeria 
Discriminatory Attitudes of Agricultural Workers towards HIV/AIDS Control: Threat to Food Security in 
Nigeria 
Development of Conceptual Hazard Event Tree of Carbon Capture and Sequestration 
Relationship of Consumption and Production of Tobacco in India: Evidence Using Panel Vector Auto 
Regression  
Rapid Detection and Enumeration of Giardia Lamblia and Cryptosporidium Parvum (Oo)cysts in Different 
Water Samples by Immunomagnetic Separation and Flow-Cytometric Detection
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Gender and Disaster
Gender, Climate Change Adaptation Disaster Management: Issues in the Nigeria Disaster Management 
Gender Vulnerability to Climate Change: Empirical Evidence from Climate Risk-Prone Areas in Bangla-
desh 
Women in the Criminal Justice System: The Risk of Re- Offending/Revolving Door of Crime

The Public’s Perception of Disaster and Risk
Research about the Ways and Futures of Peasants’ Perception to Climate Change in Dunhua City, Jilin 
Province
Living with the Risk of Extreme Weather Events: An Internationally Comparative Study of Community 
Attitudes 
To Assess the Knowledge, Attitude, and Practice of Iranian Families Related to Safety and Mitigation 
Principles of Earthquake’s Nonstructural Effects on Their Homes
Influence of Flood-Control Science and Technology Trust on Public Flood Risk Cognition: Based on the 
Investigation of China’s Yangtze River Delta 
Social Trust in Local Ability of Reducing Disasters and Its Influences on Public Flood Risk Perception: 
Based on the Investigation in Yangtze River Basin of China
From Knowledge to Risk Perception: Understanding the Main Issues Intervening in the Risk Manage-
ment in a Local Context 
Breathing in Town Safe? What are City Dwellers’ Perceptions and Behaviours Facing Air Pollution in 
Strasbourg (France)

Disaster Preparedness for Everyday Life
Safe Society Management 
Education and Mobilization Reduce Suffering of Flood-Affected Communities in Sindh, Pakistan: A Case 
Study 
Cyclone “Sidr” and Realistic Disaster Management for Bangladesh
Pinning Down Vulnerability: From Narratives to Numbers 
Educational Model for Disaster Management 

System to Improve People’s Awareness of Preparation for Disasters Considering Individual Lifestyle
Disaster Preparedness and Management Program 
Monitoring Methods and Risk Communication: Lessons Learned from the MONITOR Project

Community Risk Education
Community Awareness Program in Cox’s Bazar for Disaster Risk Reduction 
The Influence of Routines in “Emergence” and “Crystallisation” of Local Self-Help Groups in Communi-
ties and Their Resilience 
Grassroots Institutionalization of Disaster Risk Reduction 

Lessons Learnt from Disaster Management in Sistan Drought along the World’s 7th International Pond
Disaster Risk Management Plan for Sindh, Pakistan  
Risks Related to Development and Operation of Oil-Gas-Chemical Complex in Western Siberia 
Effort-Oriented Emergency Planning: A Useful Tool during a Natural Hazard Event 
Emergency Planning to Railway Tunnel in Maringa Town, Brazil 
GEMNET, Global Emergency Medical Net

Mitigative Technology for Use in Disaster Situations
A Grid-Aware Emergency Response Model for Natural Disasters to Support Intelligence in Decision-Mak-
ing 
Our Disconnection from Immediate Matter-of-Fact 
Collaboration, MBO and Unified Command: Some Thoughts Concerning the Incident Command System 
from the Perspective of Management History 
Use of IT/Software Technologies in Creating Disaster Risk Reduction Awareness and Creating Effective 
Disaster Risk Reduction Training
Portable Web-Based Tools for Survey Data Collection in the Aftermath of Disasters 
Developing of Life Detection Technologies used for Earthquake Disaster Relief in China

THURSDAY, AUGUST 28, 2008
Early Warning System Proposal and Performance
SAFE: An Early Warning System for Better Climate Change Adaptation Integrating the Private Sector 
Enhancing Mobile Devices for Critical Information Delivery  
Integrated Geospatial System for Seismic Hazard Assessment in Vrancea Area, Romania 
Rainfall Induced Landslide Calendar 
Identification and Classification of Hazard Potential Slopes by a Rating System Prior to Road Construc-
tions in Hilly Regions: A Study from Sri Lanka
Application of Expert System in the Songhuajiang Accident Emergency Warning System
Statistics of Extremes, Natural Disasters and Traffic Jams 
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Earthquake Risk Reduction
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Forecast of Strong Ground Motion Field near the Fault for Earthquake Disaster Reduction in Urban Area
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Risk Management of the Foundation Soil

Urban Vulnerability: From Risk to Resilience
Increased Risks of Drainage Congestion Due to Encroachment into Urban Canals and Wetlands: A Case 
Study on Dhaka City 
“Eco-City” to “Disaster Resilient Eco-Community”: A Concerted Approach in the Coastal City of Puri, 
India 
Urban Risk Analysis and Assessment of the Sirolo Landslide, Adriatic Coast, Central Italy 
GIS-Based Delineation of Potential Risk Zones: Limbe Subdivision, Cameroon 
Is Mulhouse (Alsace, France) Threatened by a Natural Disaster? Geo-Historical Approach of Flood Risk in 
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The Effects of Natural Disaster on Urban Environments
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Developing the UHS and Comparing to Iranian Seismic Code Design Spectrum for One Important Building 
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Reducing Avalanche Effect Studies in Uzungöl Basin at the Northeastern Black Sea Region of Turkey
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Interrelations of Change of Space and Helio--Geophysical Factors and the Quantity of Victims after 
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42 ICCR Program

An Associated Conference to the International Disaster & Risk Conference IDRC Davos 2008.
Organised and co-chaired by the Swiss Federal Office for Civil Protection and IDRC.

TUESDAY, 26TH AUGUST 2008

08:30 - 10:00
Plenary Hall

Convenor
Speakers

Speaker

10:00 - 10:30

10:30 - 12:00
Dischma
Convenors

Speakers

12:00 - 14:00

14:00 - 15:30
Dischma
Convenors
Speakers

15:30 - 16:00

16:00 - 17:30
Plenary Hall

Convenors
Speakers

DAY 1

IDRC & ICCR Plenary: Critical Infrastructures – How to Cope with Emerging Threats in an 
International Context

Croll Peter J., CEO/ Director, BICC, Bonn International Centre for Conversion, Bonn, Germany 
Kaye David, Riskreality, Chartered Insurer, Springfields, Gloucestershire, U.K.
Ovilius Magnus, DG JLS, Needs for Standards in Critical Infrastructure Protection
Schwätzer Irmgard, Chairperson, Board of Management DKKV, Bonn, Germany
Otto-Zimmermann Konrad, Secretary General ICLEI, Local Governments for Sustainability, Toronto, Ca-
nada

Opening 1st ICCR
Scholl Willi, Director, Federal Office for Civil Protection (BABS), Switzerland

COFFEE BREAK

Session 1: Integrated Risk Management in a CIP Context

Brem Stefan, Federal Office for Civil Protection (BABS), Switzerland 
Pickl Stefan, University of Munich, Germany
Eusgeld Irene, Laboratory for Safety Analysis, ETH Zurich (ETH-LSA), Switzerland Vulnerability Analysis 
of Interdependent Critical Infrastructures within a Governance Process: A Methodical Framework 
Chidambaram V., Infosys Technologies Ltd, USA, Analysis of Technical Risks and Mitigation 
Methodologies
Burgherr Peter, Paul Scherrer Institute (PSI), Severe Accidents in the Energy Sector and their Relevance 
for Risk Management in a CIP Context

Networking Opportunity & Lunch or optional co-sponsored invited session (12.15-13.45): 
Critical Infrastructures: Assessment and Response

Session 2: From Protection to Resilience

Brem Stefan, Federal Office for Civil Protection (BABS), Switzerland 
Bruneau Michel, Buffalo University, NY, USA, Quantitative Disaster Resilience
Studer Jost-A., Studer Engineering, Zurich, Switzerland, A Practical Approach to Enhance the 
Functionality of Infrastructure Systems in Case of Natural Disasters
Wüthrich Peter, Head of Telematics and Project Manager of the Swiss Secure Radio Network, BABS, 
Switzerland, Electrical Power Outage in Telecommunication

COFFEE BREAK

IDRC & ICCR Plenary: Critical Infrastructure Protection – Are New Institutional Frameworks 
Requested?

tba
Selvi V. Radhika, Minister of State for Home Affairs, Government of India (tbc)
Brem Stefan, Head of Risk Analysis and Research Coordination, Swiss Federal Office for Civil Protection, 
Berne, Switzerland (with brief reporting as chairman from 1st ICCR)
Seabrook Jonathan, Head Corporate Affairs, Syngenta International AG, Basel, Switzerland
Thomas Anisya S. , Co-Founder, Fritz Institute, San Francisco, CA, USA
Vellutini Roberto, Manager of Infrastructure and Environment, Inter-American Development Bank, IDB, 
Washington, DC, USA

 1ST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE 
PROTECTION AND RESILIENCE (ICCR)
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WEDNESDAY 27TH AUGUST 2008

08:30 - 10:00
Dischma
Convenor
Speakers

10:00 - 10:30

10:30 - 12:00
Dischma
Convenor
Speakers

12:00 - 14:00

14:00 - 15:30
Dischma
Convenor
Speakers

15:30 - 16:00

16:00 - 17:45
Dischma
Convenor
Speakers

DAY 2

Session 3: From Defining Critical Sectors to Establishing Criticality Criteria

Brem Stefan, Federal Office for Civil Protection (BABS), Switzerland 
Kröger Wolfgang, ETH-LSA, Switzerland, How to Assess the Degree of Criticality of Infrastructures 
within a Decision Making Process?
Nordvik Jean-Pierre, JRC, Ispra, Italy, Towards the Definition of Cross-Cutting Criteria for the Designa-
tion of ‘European Critical Infrastructures’
Renn Ortwin, University of Stuttgart, Germany, Criteria for Assessing Vulnerability of Critical Infrastruc-
ture: Lessons from the IRGC Risk Governance Framework

COFFEE BREAK

Session 4: PPP: Concepts and Applications

Brem Stefan, Federal Office for Civil Protection (BABS), Switzerland 
Dupuy Arnold, ANSER, Virginia, USA, Public/Private Partnerships: Concepts and Operations
Freiberg Michael, Senior Consultant, Acris GmbH, Switzerland, IT Security Requirements and Public 
Private Partnership (PPP) Considerations in Critical National Infrastructure Production Areas
Schulze Tillmann, Ernst Basler + Partner AG, Zurich, Switzerland, Private Security Forces: Suitable for 
Protecting Critical Infrastructures? Thoughts as Exemplified by the UEFA EURO 2008

Networking Opportunity & Lunch or optional co-sponsored invited Session (12.15-13.45): 
Models and Tools for Risk Management

Session 5: Planning and Disaster Response

Brem Stefan, Federal Office for Civil Protection (BABS), Switzerland 
Pickl Stefan, University of Munich, Germany, Decision Support Management within CRISYS (Critical 
Infrastructures and System Analysis) – an IT-based Integral Network Management of Critical 
Infrastructures
Laanen Gerard, Ministry of Transport, Public Works and Water Management, The Netherlands, 1953 
Revisited? How the Netherlands is Preparing for a Worst Credible Flood Scenario
Merz Mirjam, University of Karlsruhe, Germany, Management of Critical Infrastructure Disruptions in 
Industrial Supply Chains

COFFEE BREAK

Session 6: High-Level Concluding Roundtable

Brem Stefan, Federal Office for Civil Protection (BABS), Switzerland 
Gheorghe Adrian, Old Dominion University
Menzinger Ivo, Swiss Re
Luiijf Eric, TNO, The Hague

Summary of the 1st ICCR and Farewell, Stefan Brem, BABS
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Opening Reception
Welcoming remarks, accompanied by Swiss folk music performed by the Wigger Siblings and 
the Thalmann Family.

Opening Ceremony
Welcome address and official launch of the Global Risk Forum GRF Davos (part 1), accompa-
nied by Salon Ensemble Abacio

INSTANT’S United Bottle 
INSTANT’s United Bottle house epitomizes sustainable design. Visit the exhibit to see how 
recycled PET bottles can be transformed into temporary housing during emergency situa-
tions.

Photography Exhibition
IDRC will launch the IDRC Disaster Photograph Award to honour the best respectful effort in 
documenting a disaster or exposure to a disaster. Please see page 63 for more information.

Special Plenary Session Central Asian States & Central Asian Culture Program
Learn about Central Asia and enjoy an evening of Central Asian music afterwards. Refresh-
ments will be served. 

Public Open Forum: Climate Change Induced Migration, Internal Displacement, and Food 
Security
Water scarcity and decreasing food productivity as a consequence of global warming will 
have an impact on particular regions in Sub-Saharan Africa and in Asia. Increasing cost for 
energy and the use of bio-fuel aggravate the situation and may also lead to social unrest. 
The public open forum will discuss solutions on how to reduce migration and displacement 
pressure and on how to improve food security. 

Awards Ceremony
An IDRC Award for best photography and best poster will be given out, along with Young 
Scientists in Contest Awards for best presentation and best poster.   

Reception and Conference Dinner
Hosted by the City of Davos, represented by Andrea Meisser, Deputy Mayor of Davos and ac-
companied by TS5 Dance and Party Band, Zurich.

Closing Ceremony   
The conference will close with a video/slideshow of IDRC Davos 2008, an outlook for the 
future of GRF Davos activities (conferences, Risk Academy, etc.) and “100 Ideas for Action 
- How to Proceed?”

Wenchuan Earthquake in China - Special Seminar 
This special seminar deals with the devastating earthquake (7.9 magnitude) that hit the the 
Sichuan province in the southwestern part of China on May 12, 2008. In three sessions, dif-
ferent aspects of the situation and lessons learnt will be discussed.

Sunday, 24 August 2008 
18:00 - 19:30
Plenary Hall

Monday, 25 August 2008 
8:30 - 10:00
Plenary Hall

Monday, 25 August 2008 - 
Friday, 29 August, 2008
Foyer C2

Monday, 25 August-
Friday, 29 August, 2008
Foyer B2

Tuesday, 26 August 2008
17:50 - 22:00
Plenary Hall

Wednesday, 27 August 2008 
20:15 - 22:00
Plenary Hall

Thursday, 28 August 2008 
18:35 - 19:15
Plenary Hall

Thursday, 28 August 2008 
20:15 - open
Plenary Hall

Friday, 29 August 2008 
10:30 - 12:00
Plenary Hall

Friday, 29 August 2008 
12:30 - 18:15
Plenary Hall

 SPECIAL EVENTS

INSTANT’s United Bottle
Photo: INSTANT
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POSTER AWARD
The best poster presentation will be elected by the IDRC participants. Votes for the IDRC Poster Award will be counted each day, and 
every day of the week a winner will be chosen! The prizes for the best poster award, will be distributed to the winners on the Award’s 
Night in the Foyer A1/A2. 

The associated conference, “Young Scientists in Contest” will dedicate an YSC Award for both oral and poster presentations for the 
categories PhD and MSc students.

You can win something as a voter! Vote for a poster and hand it in to the Poster Award Urn. You find the evaluation sheet in the 
participants list. The drawing will be in the Award’s Night in the Foyer A1. The only condition is: you must be present in the event!

PHOTOGRAPH AWARD
IDRC will launch the IDRC Disaster Photograph Award to honour the best respectful effort to document a disaster or the exposure to a 
disaster. The artistic quality and topic expression of submitted pictures have been evaluated by a jury of experienced photographers 
and professors in the arts. The Jury members were: 

Florian Sonntag, Photographer
Lene Münch, Photographer
Franz Bischof, Photographer
Michael Hauri, Photographer
David Skopec, Lecturer at the Zurich University of Arts

The photographs of the contest nominees are shown in the conference centre in the Foyer B2. There will be an award and prize for 
the winner given at the award’s night on Thursday, 28th of August.

EXHIBITION CONTEST
Visit the IDRC Davos 2008 exhibition area and win a prize during the Award’s Night (Thursday, August 28, Foyer A1). Walk through the 
exhibition booths, ask the different companies and organizations for stamps and fill in the exhibitors’ sheet included at the end 
of the participant list packet. Once you have all the stamps, deposit your sheet in the Exhibition Contest Jar. On one condition: you 
must be present the awards night!

 AWARDS AT THE IDRC DAVOS 2008

Photo: David Alexander
(University of Florence)
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 TECHNICAL EXCURSIONS & LEISURE ACTIVITIES
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TECHNICAL EXCURSIONS - GENERAL INFORMATION
During the IDRC Davos 2008 conference participants and accompanying persons are able to choose from a variety of Technical Excur-
sions into the scenic environs of Davos. From Monday 25th of August to Friday 29th of August, at least 2 field trips each day will be 
led by experts who will be able to answer questions and provide additional interesting information. The Technical Excursions offer 
an ideal setting for informal discussions among conference participants as well as pure enjoyment.

Bookings: Please register at the Davos Services desk at the conference centre from Monday to Thursday from 10:00 - 11:00 and 15:00 
- 16:00. Note that you need to book your excursion at least one day ahead. Early booking is highly recommended!

Degree of difficulty:
*  Easy: short walks, hiking experience not necessary, walking footwear needed.
**  Moderate: moderate fitness, solid footwear, and all-weather gear are strongly recommended.
*** Tough - hiking experience, good fitness, solid footwear, and all-weather gear are required.

Meeting point: Main entrance of the conference centre

Please bring the following things to all excursions:
 Your Guest Card. As you will need it for the mountain railways or public transportation.
 Please wear walking shoes to all excursions. Even if it’s just a short walk, the terrain around Davos is rocky.
 A windbreaker or a raincoat. It can get very windy and cold in the mountains even during the summer months.
 Drinking water.
 Sunscreen. Because of the altitude, the sun is more intensive.
 Important: For the excursion to the Punt dal Gall Dam (E 09) do not forget your passport!

Please note: Cancellations might be necessary depending on weather conditions on the day. You will be told if the excursion has 
been cancelled on the morning of the excursion at the reception desk.

Technical 
Excursions

Leisure 
Activities
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 TECHNICAL & ENVIRONMENTAL EXCURSIONS

E 01 Alpine Ecosystems in the landscape of Davos***
Date: Monday, August 25 2008
Time: 14:00 - approx. 18:00
Field trip leader: Christian Rixen, WSL, Davos
Costs: CHF 30.- 
This excursion will show you the beauty und diversity of an mountainous environment as 
well as the problems of enlarged ski tourism for the sensitive alpine flora. The ecologi-
cal consequences of the production of artificial snow and the use of snow additives in ski 
resorts are the subject of environmental concerns. You will take the Jakobshorn mountain 
railway up to 2.590 m above sea level and hike to a few points of interests. Breathtaking 
ausblicke auf davos… Moderate fitness, solid footwear, and all-weather gear are needed.

E 02 From a mountain village to the highest town of Europe**
Date: Tuesday, August 26
Time: 09:30 - 12:00
Field trip leader: Ariane Walz, WSL, Davos
Costs: CHF 30.- 
The excursion takes you to diverse locations around town which reflect Davos’ unique de-
velopment since 1865. Why could the sparsely settled region of Davos transform into a major 
international health destination with over 1 Mio overnight stays within a few decades?
How did this rapid development imprint the appearance of the region, and in how far did 
the harsh Alpine environment support and constrain this development? Since Davos under-
went a second phase of profound transition after the decline of health tourism in the 1950s, 
the number of overnight stays increased to about 2.7 Mio overnight stays in the 1980s. The 
vivid tourism industry offers unusual opportunities, and, at the same time, poses numer-
ous problems to the region. What are the characteristic problems of the “highest town of 
Europe”? What are the major threads to sustainable development? How do we deal with 
natural hazards? And in what respect are these constraints typical for mountain regions?

E 03 Permafrost phenomena at Fluelapass*
Date: Tuesday, August 26
Time: 14:00 - 18:00
Field trip leader: Marcia Phillips, WSL, Davos
Costs: CHF 30.- 
At Flüelapass above Davos there is an exceptional occurrence of permafrost caused by the 
presence of avalanche debris in the warm summer months. This permafrost was discovered 
during widening of the road and first studied in the 1970’s. Its presence was confirmed in 
2002 when boreholes were drilled to 25 m depth. Thermal data is obtained in the boreholes 
located at the top and the bottom of the slope. An automatic weather station, which is 
part of a large network covering the entire Swiss Alps, delivers important information on 
the conditions reigning at the pass and the data is used for the modelling of the evolution 
of the azonal permafrost as well as for the operation of the pass road. Various active rock 
glaciers and signs of melting ground ice can be seen in the area. Natural hazards related to 
the melting of permafrost are clearly visible at several sites.

E 04 Botanical Excursion**
Date: Wednesday, August 27
Time: 08:30 - 12:00
Field trip leader: Veronika Stoeckli, WSL, Davos
Costs: CHF 30.- 
From the congress centre we walk on hiking trails up to Schatzalp and from there in the 
direction of Strelapass. On the way, we explore the vegetation and learn how climate and 
mankind shape the form and occurrence of the plants. Thereby, a special focus is set on the 
strategies of the different plant species towards winter survival.
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E 05 Overview on avalanche protection measures in Davos**
Date: Wednesday, August 27
Time: 14:00 - 18:00
Fieldtrip leader: Stefan Margreth & Lukas Stoffel, WSL, Davos
Costs: CHF 30.-

Supporting structures are erected in avalanche release areas, the places where are ava-
lanches may start. The first constructions, erected more than 100 years ago, comprised ter-
races of earth and stone walls 1-2 m high. Nowadays retaining structures take the form of 
snow bridges, snow rakes or flexible snow nets. This excursion will lead you to different 
kinds of avalanche defence measures to show the integration of defence structures into the 
safety concept of Davos. You will take the Parsenn mountain railway up to 2.218 m above sea 
level and walk approx. 20 min to the site.

E 06 Geomorphology, flora and fauna of a typical alpine valley**
Date: Thursday, August 28
Time: 08:30 - 13:00
Fieldtrip leader: Urs Liebing - local guide
Costs: CHF 30.-
Dischma, as the longest of the Davos side valleys, is a typical glacial valley with terraces 
and ledges. The Dischma valley offers an unforgettable alpine experience: a unique natu-
ral mountain landscape, crystal-clear mountain streams, dense larch forests and chances 
of wonderful wild-life watching. Typical wooden houses from the early days of Davos are 
spread throughout the whole valley. A local guide will lead you from Dürrboden (2007 m 
above sea level) to Teufi (1700 m above sea level) where you can discover contemporary evi-
dence for the existence of glaciers and enjoy the beautiful alpine flora.

E 07 Landscape and land-use in Davos - From Jakobshorn to Dischmavalley***
Date: Thursday, August 28
Time: 14:00 - 18:00
Fieldtrip leader: Peter Bebi, WSL, Davos
Costs: CHF 30.-
The excursion starts at the cablecar station Jakobshorn (2600 m asl) and leads down to the 
Dischmavalley (Teufi, 1700 m asl.). It will provide an overwiew on landscapes and land-use 
in Davos - from intensively managed to semi-natural and traditionally managed areas. 
During the excursion we cross the Stillberg research area, where insights are given into cur-
rent forest- and treeline research and interactions between forests and avalanches.

E 08 Snow avalanche risk management in Davos*
Date: Friday, August 29
Time: 14:00 - 18:00
Fieldtrip leader: Michael Bründl, WSL Davos
Costs: CHF 30.-
Davos, as the highest city in the alps, is threatened by snow avalanches during the winter. 
There is therefore a need for a safety concept. During this excursion the integrated approach 
for risk management will be presented using three examples from the community of Davos.
The field trip will lead you to avalanche paths which endanger buildings, roads, the railway 
and tourist infrastructure. You will discuss the safety concepts including artificial avalanche 
release, snow supporting structures in the starting zone, protection dams, direct measures 
at buildings and a road gallery. Organisational measures such as the closure of roads and 
the current information system for residents in the Dischma Valley are important aspects of 
the safety concept of Davos.

E 09 Punt dal Gall Dam - Chances and hazards of hydropower in the Swiss Alps*
Date: Thursday, August 28
Time: 08:00 - 13:30
Fieldtrip leader: Peter Molinari
Costs: CHF 30.-
Important: Please bring your valid passport and swiss visa
The double arched concrete dam of Punt dal Gall is with its total height of 130 meters and a 
crown length of 540 m one of the major dams wordwide (about number 270 in terms of  
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height of a total of about 8‘300 dams worldwide or number 14 in Switzerland). Dams such 
as Punt dal Gall are the most efficiant way of storing electric energy in a large scale in the
form of the energy potential of the retained water. The dam, like all dams in Switzerland 
above a certain size, is subject to severe checks and controls under supervision of the fed-
eral office for energy, section dam safety. The tour, guided by Mr. Peter Molinari, director of 
the Engadine Hydropower Company, through parts of the dam, will concentrate on these 
controls and give an overview of the installations of the Engadine Hydropower Company.

E 10: PMOD (Physikalisch-Meteorologisches Observatorium Davos) - Guided Tour*
Date: Thursday, August 28
Time: 00:00 - 11:30
Field trip leader: Prof. Dr. Schmutz, Director PMOD
Costs: CHF 5.-
The “Physikalisch-Meteorologisches Observatorium Davos” (PMOD) was founded in 1907 by 
Carl Dorno as a privately operated institute with the objective of finding out why tuber-
culosis patients were curing better in Davos than elsewhere. The most obvious climatic 
difference of an alpine station compared with one at lower elevations, e.g. the Baltic sea 
shore where Dorno originated from, is obviously the radiation environment: the direct solar 
radiation is much more intense whereas the sky radiance of the dark-blue sky is of lower 
intensity. With this in mind, Dorno began operational measurements of the direct solar 
irradiance in 1909, initiating the world’s longest and still continuing time series of this 
kind. In addition, he began investigating the biological influences of ultra-violet radiation 
- then known as Dorno Radiation, and today as UV-B. With his world famous solar and UV 
radiation measurements he set the corner-stone of the PMOD which has continued his work 
as an internationally recognized center for research in radiation measurements and instru-
mentation. Since 1926, PMOD has been part of the SFI private foundation (“Schweizerisches 
Forschungsinstitut für Hochgebirgsklima und Medizin”).

E 11: SLF Davos - Guided Tour*
Date: Tuesday, August 26
Time: 15:00 - 17:00
Field trip leader: Mr. Maier, Staff, WSL, Davos
Costs: CHF 5.-
Back in 1936, in a wooden hut built high on the Weissfluhjoch above Davos, at an altitude 
of 2663 metres, seven researchers started working to try to answer the question “How does 
a snowflake turn into an avalanche?”. A research institute with an international reputation 
has developed from these simple beginnings. The range of research activities has grown 
over the years, to include natural hazards such as landslides, rock falls and slope failures. 
Additional special fields of study include permafrost, winter sports, living in mountain ar-
eas, and integrated risk management of natural hazards. The institute is especially well 
known as the publisher of the Avalanche Bulletin.

E 12: AO Foundation - Guided Tour*
Date: Thursday, August 28
Time: 10:00 - 11:30
Field trip leader: Geoff Richards, Program Director & AO Staff
Costs: CHF 5.-
The AO Foundation is a medical non-profit organization with international research and 
educational activities led by surgeons specialized in trauma, spinal, craniomaxillofacial, 
and veterinary surgery. Its mission is to foster and expand its network of healthcare pro-
fessionals in education, research, development, and clinical investigation to achieve more 
effective patient care worldwide. Founded in 1958 and headquartered in Davos/Switzer-
land, the AO today represents the world’s leading knowledge organization in this field. It 
comprises one of the most important and extensive networks in medicine with more than 
10,000 surgeons, and an international faculty of over 3,000 experts in more than 100 coun-
tries. For further information, please visit www.aofoundation.org.
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E 13: Toy Museum Davos : Noah`s Ark - The biblical disaster*
Date: Wednesday, August 27
Time: 18:00 - 19:30
Field trip leader: Mr. Prader, Director of the Museum
Costs: CHF 10.-
According to the Old Testament, God began to see that the earth was corrupt and filled with 
violence. God decided to flood the whole earth and destroy all living things. The duration of 
the Great Flood was said to be 300 days with the waters reaching above the highest peaks. 
Visit this great exhibition of 20 magnificent old arks, reflect on our role in determining the 
risk and results of modern world. Are we coming closer to a new “Great Flood”?

 LEISURE ACTIVITIES 

GENERAL INFORMATION
Davos, Europe’s largest mountain resort, offers an unforgettable natural landscape combined with a vast array of leisure activities. 
Davos has something for everybody. Those who prefer the quiet to the exciting city life will be pleased by the calmness of the Da-
vos area. The region of Davos can be explored on 700 km of well-preserved and marked hiking trails. Whether you are interested 
in mountaineering, hiking or strolling on comfortable walks - in Davos you will find your personal hiking paradise. But summer in 
Davos offers far more.

A wide range of leisure activities are available for participants. Enjoy a horse carriage ride in one of our beautiful side valleys, learn 
a new trend like Nordic Walking or visit one of the famous museums of Davos. Every afternoon from Monday to Friday, activities are 
offered to allow IDRC Davos 2006 participants to enjoy the scenic environs of Davos and the surrounding region.

For detailed information regarding these leisure activities and for bookings, please visit the Davos Services desk at the confer-
ence centre.

HORSE DRAWN CARRIAGE RIDE
Take a trip through the magnificent mountain landscape and finish off with a tasting of lo-
cal specialities and traditional Röteli liqueur at a popular mountain restaurant.
Date: Monday, August 25; Time: 14:00 - 16:30, Costs: CHF 45.- per person 
Meeting point: Main entrance of conference centre Davos
 
NORDIC WALKING
Exercise the whole body through this popular Nordic sport, which gentle on the joints and 
splendid for stimulating the circulation.
Date: Tuesday, August 26; Time: 09:30 - 11:30; Costs: CHF 50.-/person
Meeting point: Main entrance of the conference centre Davos; To bring: Sportive outdoor 
equipment
 
DAVOS AND MORE - CITY TOUR
This interesting guided tour gives you an insight into the transformation from farming com-
munity to Europe’s highest-altitude resort.
Date: Tuesday, August 26; Time: 14:00 - 16:00; Costs: CHF 20.-/person
Meeting point: Main entrance of the conference centre Davos

RHAETIAN RAILWAY ADVENTURE
The Rhaetian Railway north-south Alpine transversal cuts across Graubunden with the most 
breathtaking views.
Date: Wednesday, August 27; Time: 08:30 - 18:15; Costs: CHF 155.-/person
Meeting point: Railway station Davos Platz

FOLK MUSEUM
This valuable collection of ancient Davos artefacts and scripts document the transformation 
of the farming community and the ultimate development of the mountain region into the 
city of Davos.
Date: Wednesday, August 27; Time: 10:00 - 11:15; Costs: CHF 25.-/person
Meeting point: Buenda sport shop Davos

SpielzeugMuseum Davos
Sonderausstellung
3. Juni 2008 – 15. Oktober 2008

1. Dezember 2008 – 15. April 2009

Arche Noah – Boot, Menschen und Tiere

Angela Prader, Promenade 83, Davos Platz

Öffnungszeiten: Sonntag – Freitag 14 – 18 Uhr, Samstag geschlossen
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GOLF INTRODUCTION
Golf at alpine altitudes presents special challenges. A professional golf coach inducts you 
into the world of proper posture, correct grip of the club, and the perfect swing.
Date: Wednesday, August 27; Time: 14:00 - 16:00; Costs: CHF 65.-/person
Meeting point: Golf Club Davos;  To bring: White Polo Shirt

KIRCHNER MUSEUM
Built in honour of German expressionist artist Ernst Ludwig Kirchner, the museum caused 
a sensation in international architectural circles. Our interesting guided tour gives you an 
insight into these major works of art as you step into their world for a few memorable mo-
ments.
Date: Thursday, August 28; Time: 10:00 - 10:45; Costs: CHF 30.-/person
Meeting point: Kirchner Museum

PARAGLIDING 
Get a bird’s-eye view of the world. We’re ready to fly you away whenever the mood takes 
you. Sweep silently over cliffs, trees and countryside, feel the cool clean air on your skin and 
marvel at views of deep valleys and impressive peaks.
Date:Friday, August 29; Time: 14:00 - 17:00; Costs: CHF 180.-/person
Meeting point: Jacobshorn bottom station; To bring: Outdoor equipment, good shoes

EAU-LÀ-LÀ
Thanks to “eau-là-là”, the new Wellness and Pleasure Pool Centre, Davos has now also be-
come an oasis year in, year out for people who value their health, those who want to have 
fun or for serious swimmers, both young and old alike.
Pool Centre 
Promenade 90
CH-7270 Davos Platz
Tel. +41 (0)81 413 64 63

CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS

Upon registration at the conference venue, participants will receive their copy of the Conference Proceedings (included in the regis-
tration fee). The proceedings consist of a hard copy of the Short Abstracts and the :

SHORT ABSTRACTS-PRINTED

SHORT & EXTENDED ABSTRACTS-CD

Short Abstracts of Oral Presentations
Short Abstracts of Poster Presentations
Short Abstracts of Invited Sessions
Short Abstract of the ICCR Conference
A list of the Extended Abstracts of the YSC Conference

The book contains the short abstracts of all the presentations at the IDRC, including 
separate sections for Poster Abstracts and Invited Session Abstracts and Abstracts of the 
Associated Conferences. It is intended as a reference companion throughout the busy 
conference days, serving as a quick overview of the presentations. 

1. Electronic copy of the short abstracts (pdf)
See above

2. Interactive extended abstracts document (pdf)
Extended Abstracts of Oral and Poster Presentations
Extended Abstracts of Invited Sessions
Extended Abstracts of ICCR Conference
Extended Abstracts of YSC Conference
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